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CS:MAP Working Areas:
USAID’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) Districts: Kapilvastu, Palpa, Arghakanchi, Gulmi, Dang,
Salyan, Pyuthan, Rukum, Rolpa, Banke, Bardiya, Surkhet, Dailekh, Jajarkot, Kailali, Doti, Achham, Kanchanpur, Dadeldhura, and Baitadi
Earthquake-affected Districts: Okhaldhunga, Ramechhap, Dolakha, Sindhuli, Sindhupalchowk, Kavrepalanchowk, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Nuwakot, Rasuwa, Dhading, Gorkha, and Makwanpur
Local Government Units: Amargadhi, Badhaiyatal, Banfikot, Bannigadhi Jaygadh, Barhabise, Bheri, Bheriganga, Bhotekoshi,
Bijaynagar, Birendranagar, Budhanilkantha, Changunarayan, Chhatradev, Chhatreshwari, Chhedagad, Chisankhugadhi, Dashrath
Chand, Dipayal Silgadhi, Duduwa, Fikkal, Gauriganga, Ghorahi, Godawari, Golanjor, Gorkha, Gulmidarbar, Guransh, Isma, Kageshori
Manohara, Kalika, Kapurkot, Khadadevi, KI Singh, Konjyosom, Krishnapur, Lekbesi, Likhu, Likhu Tamakoshi, Manahari, Megyang,
Molung, Narayan, Naubaini, Neelkantha, Panauti, Roshi, Sandhikharka, Sanfebagar, Shahid Lakhan, Shailung, Saruma Rani, Siddhalek,
Suryabinayak, Tamakoshi, Tinau, Tribeni, Triveni and Uttargaya

Sajha Boli Content Advisory Group (CAG) meeting held virtually
On June 23, 2020, Equal Access International (EAI)
conducted the 18th CAG meeting as part of seeking
inputs for the central version of Sajha Boli radio program.
It was conducted through an online platform using the
Zoom application. There were a total of 25 participants
that included subject-matter experts working in the field
of youth and migration, representatives from CSOs, and
other relevant stakeholders. The participants discussed
the importance of raising issues related to returnee
migrants especially youth, and vocational programs for
generating employment opportunities, challenges faced
by persons with disabilities and sexual minorities during
lockdown, management of quarantine sites, oversight of
relief distribution, impact on the agricultural sector, and
other related areas. CAG meetings at national and subnational level held by EAI and the radio partners have
proved to be an important platform for constructive
engagement with policy makers, journalists, CSO representatives, and local level representatives in the co-creation of
media content.
Innovative radio programs on COVID-19 response
CS:MAP radio partners have initiated various innovative radio programs and contributed to the COVID-19 response by
disseminating vital information about preventive measures, role of youth and media, importance of collaboration with
local level, and impact on areas such as health, education and agriculture. Radio Shailung in Dolkha through ‘Aajaka
Kura’ radio program invites the local level representatives, health professionals, media personnel and security personnel
to discuss about the status of basic services such as health, education, drinking water and security in the community. The
feedback received from the listeners about their experiences during the lockdown has informed the discussions among
the participants. Likewise, Hajurko Radio in Ramechhap produces ‘Swasthyaka lagi pahal’- a dedicated radio program for
COVID-19 information, in collaboration with Ramechhap municipality and Community Information Network (CIN) to
disseminate information about the local level response to COVID-19. The listeners of the radio programs have expressed
their concerns about lack of quarantine sites management, status of disabled people, need of women friendly services in
quarantine sites and other related issues.
PSA about home quarantine
From June 24 onwards, PSAs about the home quarantine and measures to be adopted
while staying in home quarantine were produced and broadcast by 15 radio partners in 10
different languages. The PSAs are broadcast by the radio partners for a week, and are also
shared through the social media pages (https://bit.ly/37Y6VTa). The audience have found the
PSAs useful and have provided feedback about the clarity of the message and its usefulness
through social media pages as well as through the IVR system. CS:MAP has been producing
PSAs about COVID-19 on weekly basis to promote awareness about its impacts, preventive
measures, and calling upon the audience to step up against misinformation, stigmatization
and discrimination against migrant returnees, health workers, and security personnel.
Trained journalists in COVID-19 reporting
The CS:MAP trained journalists have used their investigative journalisms skills and advocacy, monitoring and oversight
skills to report on COVID-19 issues in the CS:MAP project districts. From 16-22 June, the journalists have published at
least 27 articles in national and sub-national media outlets such as Annapurna post, Nagarik Daily, Rajdhani daily and
different portals such as video reports in YouTube, and blog posts in MeroReport platform. In this period, the journalists
covered about lack of proper management of quarantine sites, public concerns about people sent to home from isolation
centres without proper testing, stigmatization faced by migrant returnees, increasing cases of domestic violence, delays in
swab collections and testing process, and other related issues. The journalists have also reported about the government’s
relief plans to revive the economic sector affected by the lockdown, including the impacts on tourism and hotel sector.
Through their competent skills on in-depth data collection, verification and quality assurance, and extensive legal and
policy reviews, the journalists have played a significant role in raising these issues and advocating about them.

CSO initiation to prevent and control COVID-19 in Okhaldhunga
Okhaldhunga has recently seen the first COVID-19 infection in the district. Concerned with the prevention of the disease
spread at a large scale, the district level Health, Education, Agriculture and Disaster Risk Reduction (HEAD) Coalition
(Okhaldhunga Pairabi Sanjal) conducted a meeting on June 22, 2020. The Coalition members discussed on the prevention
of the disease as well as the management of COVID-19 guidelines in all the local government of the district. Focusing on
the upcoming Nagar/Gaun Sabha, the Coalition also decided to start immediate advocacy for formulation of policies at
the local level.
Using local resources to advance local solutions in Gorkha
With the rapidly increasing COVID-19 cases and limited testing
capacity, the Gandaki Province is facing a huge backlog of
samples accumulated at the provincial lab. According to the
Director of Gandaki Provincial Health Directive, the province
has the capacity of testing 250 samples per day, but they have
been receiving around 900 samples every day for PCR testing.
This drew the attention of all stakeholders of Gorkha district
as the returnee migrants staying at the various quarantine and
isolation facilities in the district had not received their report
even after 10 days of sample collection. This has created a big
psychological impact among the returnees, hampered proper
management of quarantine facilities as well as increased the
risk of spread.
Concerned Civil society Champion and FNJ President, Kishor
Jung Thapa raised the possibility of buying a PCR test machine
on his social media in early June. Mr Thapa also started
campaigning for it in the Crisis Management Committee (CMC).
Consequently, the District Coordination Committee (DCC)
Gorkha coordinated a multi stakeholders meeting immediately
with the Chair/Deputy Chair of all palikas in the district. As
a result, a three-member committee has been formed for the
feasibility study of buying a PCR testing machine with the
Chairmanship of Rajan Raj Panta, the Mayor of Gorkha. The
eleven palikas of Gorkha district have also decided to form a joint fund for buying the machine, to increase testing to
prevent the spread of COVID-19.
District Coordination Committee Kathmandu appeals CSOs to work jointly against COVID-19
On June 22, 2020 the District Coordination Committee (DCC) Kathmandu conducted a discussion program on the
implementation plan for the mobilization of CSOs for COVID-19 response affecting women, children, disable and senior
citizens. The DDC Chair and Deputy Chair, Local Development Officer, Deputy Mayor of four municipalities, Nepal Police,
representatives of social development unit of palikas, and civil society representatives including SOCH Nepal participated
in the event. The DCC Chair, Shiba Sundar Raj Baidhya requested all CSOs to work jointly to fight the pandemic,
especially among the vulnerable population groups. He further stressed on the CSOs role in generating awareness,
providing psychosocial counseling and relief distribution, especially food to the vulnerable groups.
HEAD Coalition Meeting held in Dang
On June 18, 2020 Rural Women Development Centre (RWDC) conducted a virtual meeting with Health, Education,
Agriculture and Disaster Risk Reduction (HEAD) coalition members to discuss on the budget, polices and program of the
local government in Dang. Further, the shortcomings in the area of education, health, agriculture and disaster in the past
year as well as the efforts for control and prevention of COVID-19 was also discussed. The Coalition also discussed on
the challenges faced while conducting activities during the pandemic and the lockdown.
On June 20, 2020 the Coalition virtually handed a memorandum to Ghorahi sub-metropolis for an effective policy,
program and budget of FY 2077/078. The memorandum highlights the priority of employment and HEAD programs,
CSOs participation for an inclusive budget, and puts an emphasis on the use of local resources.

The HEAD Coalition Monitors Manthali Quarantine Center
The Human Rights Protection Network (a district level HEAD coalition) in Ramechhap monitored the quarantine center
of Selegant, Manthali on June 15, 2020 and discussed the challenges faced by the quarantined people.The monitoring team
lead by network coordinator Panday Parasai reported that the quarantine center is hot and without fan and mosquito
net, consequently, the quarantined person are unable to sleep well.The municipality Health Chief Keshab Phuyal arranged
for mosquito nets after the HEAD network briefing.
Memorandum Submitted to Local Governments
Amidst COVDI-19 pandemic, the Health, Education, Agriculture and Disaster Risk Reduction (HEAD) coalition in Sindhuli
continues to raise concern for transparent, inclusive, and participatory local planning process. On June 3, 2020, the
Coalition handed over the memorandum to Kamalamai Municipality Mayor Khadga Bahadur Khatri and to Golanjor and
Fikal Gaunpalikas’ Chairpersons via emails.
CS:MAP Partners Exchange Experience On COVID-19 Response
On June 17, 2020, Sanjeevani Nepal, Kanchanpur and IHRICON,
Lalitpur jointly organized a virtual meeting for peer learning on issues
and challenges during COVID-19 pandemic. The CS:MAP district
coordinators from Baitadi, Dadeldhura, Kanchanpur, Bhaktapur and
Lalitpur exchanged their experiences on the role of local government,
CSOs and media in response to COVID-19 crisis in respective districts
and local units. They also highlighted on different possible actions
such as discussion on alternative education system, farmers issues,
monitoring and oversight activities of COVID-19 response of local
government in the days to come.
Refresher Training to Community Action Researchers
On June 19, 2020, Civil Society: Mutual Accountability Project (CS:MAP) organized
a virtual refresher training to Community Action Researchers (CARs) and
district program officers of CS:MAP. The objectives of the training were to
assess the capacity of CARs, reflection of their learnings and provide guidance
for the future. During discussion, 20 participants shared their experiences and
highlighted their learnings. They stated that they are now able to understand
society, collect evidence for local issues from various sources, and, facilitate the
local problem using evidence.
In the second part of the training, Advocacy Advisor of CS:MAP introduced about
advocacy campaign, objective of Participatory Evidence-based Action Research (PEAR), use of PEAR report in advocacy,
source of evidences and role of CARs in the project. He also asked CARs and project staffs to collect evidence related to
COVID crisis from their communities and from respective districts.
HEAD Coalition in Sindhupalchowk Virtually Discussed Local Governments’ Planning Process and
COVID-19 Issues
On June 22, 2020, Samudayik Sarathi conducted a virtual meeting with the HEAD Coalition in Sindhupalchowk district
to discuss the planning process of local governments and issues of COVID-19. During the meeting, the participants
raised their concern about local government’s consultation with limited political leaders, party cadres and consumers
committees, hence excluding rest of the stakeholders. They also stressed on the local government’s plan to allocate most
of the budget to road construction rather than health and education sector. The participants also discussed on the local
government’s behavior on not disclosing the expenses related to quarantine and isolation center management. At the end,
they agreed to convene an interaction program with representative of local governments and stakeholders on planning
process and local budget on June 24, 2020.
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