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*CS:MAP Working Areas:
USAID’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) Districts: Kapilvastu, Palpa, Arghakanchi, Gulmi, Dang,
Salyan, Pyuthan, Rukum, Rolpa, Banke, Bardiya, Surkhet, Dailekh, Jajarkot, Kailali, Doti, Achham, Kanchanpur, Dadeldhura, and Baitadi
Earthquake-affected Districts: Okhaldhunga, Ramechhap, Dolakha, Sindhuli, Sindhupalchowk, Kavrepalanchowk, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Nuwakot, Rasuwa, Dhading, Gorkha, and Makwanpur
Local Governments: Amargadhi, Badhaiyatal, Banfikot, Bannigadhi Jaygadh, Barhabise, Bheri, Bheriganga, Bhotekoshi, Bijaynagar,
Birendranagar, Budhanilkantha, Changunarayan, Chhatradev, Chhatreshwari, Chhedagad, Chisankhugadhi, Dashrath Chand, Dipayal
Silgadhi, Duduwa, Fikkal, Gauriganga, Ghorahi, Godawari, Golanjor, Gorkha, Gulmidarbar, Guransh, Isma, Kageshori Manohara,
Kalika, Kapurkot, Khadadevi, KI Singh, Konjyosom, Krishnapur, Lekbesi, Likhu, Likhu Tamakoshi, Manahari, Megyang, Molung, Narayan,
Naubaini, Neelkantha, Panauti, Roshi, Sandhikharka, Sanfebagar, Shahid Lakhan, Shailung, Saruma Rani, Siddhalek, Suryabinayak,
Tamakoshi, Tinau, Tribeni, Triveni and Uttargaya

A.Youth groups’ initiatives in response to COVID-19
CS:MAP Listening Discussion and Action Groups (LDAGs) are either initiating or participating in various efforts to prevent
or control COVID-19 in their community.The youth groups have collaborated with the local level such as Ward office and
municipality, and other local groups in their community, while cautiously taking all necessary safety precautions. EAI is
coordinating with Community Reporters (CRs), LDAG facilitators and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) to track such
efforts by LDAGs and other youth groups in the CS:MAP working districts.
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1. Promoting awareness
Members from the Gurans LDAG in Gurans gaunpalika-4 participated in a meeting at the Ward office to discuss about the
Ward-level responses to prevent and control COVID-19. Subsequently, the LDAG members were involved in promoting
awareness in the Ward through their participation in public announcements made in various locations in the Ward.
2. Identification of needy people
Masuriya LDAG in Gauriganga municipality-11 supported the Ward office in the collection of data of the needy people
in the Ward, and also helped in the distribution of relief packages to the 65 households. At least 5 of the LDAG members
were involved in this process. (https://www.kailalikhabar.com/news/3285)
3. Relief distribution
Hatemalo LDAG in the Panauti municipality-12 supported the Ward office in distributing essential supplies (soaps,
sanitizers, masks) to the needy families. The LDAG also installed a hand washing corner in their community. Other youth
groups have also remained active in relief distribution and supporting the people in need in their community. Panauti Youth
Forum in Kavre has been providing meals to the needy people living at and near the bus park area in Panauti municipality
(https://bit.ly/3aYpXJH). Likewise, youth groups have coordinated with the local level to make the COVID-19 response
more effective. Bageshwori Asal Shashan Club, a youth-led NGO, has supported Rs. 80,000/ (Rs.10,000 each) to all 8
local level units in Banke district (https://bit.ly/2VnbNfC). Everest Club in Dailekh provided medical supplies to Chamunda
Bindrasaini municipality. Jaycees in Kapilvastu have supported through a blood donation campaign by conducting doorto-door counseling, awareness raising, and donating blood.
4. Monitoring of returnees and quarantine facilities
Masuriya LDAG informed the Ward about the status of returnees from India. Through cooperation with the Ward office,
the LDAG succeeded in sending 4 returnees to the quarantine facility. Meanwhile, Gurans LDAG members visited a
quarantine facility site in their Ward to observe the status of the facility. Likewise, youth groups in other parts of the
country like in Nepalgunj are also supporting the quarantine facilities by providing necessary supplies including masks,
water and food.

B. Journalists’ response to COVID-19
CS:MAP-trained journalists have engaged with the local level units to track their efforts, challenges faced by the public,
and shared stories about some innovative approaches adopted.

1. Innovative approaches adopted by local level units
The journalists have reported about the local level’s efforts in documentation of returnees, and the documentation of
people in need of relief distribution. For instance, efforts to make the relief distribution systematic like the coupon system
introduced in Kalika gaunpalika and Uttargaya gaunpalika in Rasuwa were reported. Likewise, the journalists shared
about a mobile application launched by Mandan Deupur municipality in Kavre to track COVID-19 situation in the
municipality. Similarly, a journalist in Achham shared about an Interactive Voice Response service modified by Baanigarh
Jayagad gaunpalika and Sanfebagar municipality to promote awareness about COVID-19.
2. Local level’s efforts to strengthen their health facilities
The journalists have reported about local level making efforts to strengthen their health services like the establishment
of COVID-19 special hospital in Achham, reinforcing the health system capacity by bringing additional human resources,
equipment, and establishment of labs in other local units. Likewise, there are reports about provision of free medicines in
Dilashini gaunpalika in Baitadi, realignment of budget for prevention and control of COVID-19 in Porchundi municipality,
Baitadi.
3. Challenges faced by public
There were several news reports about the challenges faced by the public, and efforts made by the local level to address
them. For instance, a journalist from Dhading wrote about the local level officials coordinating with ambulance drivers
to transport a person suspected of infection after he was initially refused by the ambulance drivers. In other reports,
the journalists have written about the situation of people stuck at the Nepal-India border in Baitadi and Darchula and
risks taken by them to enter Nepal by crossing the river. Likewise, they have reported about the joint efforts of Panauti
municipality, Roshi gaunpalika, Sunkoshi gaunpalika and Namobudha municipality to support the people returning to their
homes from Kathmandu via BP Highway on foot. In other reports, the journalists have written about early efforts from
the local level to combat the foreseen food shortages, e.g. the efforts taken by Aathabish municipality in Dailekh.
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