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*CS:MAP Working Areas:
USAID’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) Districts: Kapilvastu, Palpa, Arghakanchi, Gulmi, Dang,
Salyan, Pyuthan, Rukum, Rolpa, Banke, Bardiya, Surkhet, Dailekh, Jajarkot, Kailali, Doti, Achham, Kanchanpur, Dadeldhura, and Baitadi
Earthquake-affected Districts: Okhaldhunga, Ramechhap, Dolakha, Sindhuli, Sindhupalchowk, Kavrepalanchowk, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Nuwakot, Rasuwa, Dhading, Gorkha, and Makwanpur
Local Governments: Amargadhi, Badhaiyatal, Banfikot, Bannigadhi Jaygadh, Barhabise, Bheri, Bheriganga, Bhotekoshi, Bijaynagar,
Birendranagar, Budhanilkantha, Changunarayan, Chhatradev, Chhatreshwari, Chhedagad, Chisankhugadhi, Dashrath Chand, Dipayal
Silgadhi, Duduwa, Fikkal, Gauriganga, Ghorahi, Godawari, Golanjor, Gorkha, Gulmidarbar, Guransh, Isma, Kageshori Manohara,
Kalika, Kapurkot, Khadadevi, KI Singh, Konjyosom, Krishnapur, Lekbesi, Likhu, Likhu Tamakoshi, Manahari, Megyang, Molung, Narayan,
Naubaini, Neelkantha, Panauti, Roshi, Sandhikharka, Sanfebagar, Shahid Lakhan, Shailung, Saruma Rani, Siddhalek, Suryabinayak,
Tamakoshi, Tinau, Tribeni, Triveni and Uttargaya

Youth in COVID-19 related response
The Mero Palika, Mero Chaso / SMS My Voice (SMV) campaign, through its Facebook page
Ma Khaandina and Interactive Voice Response (IVR) platform, has motivated youth in various
parts of the country to share information about creative ways in which they have acted on
COVID-19 response in their communities. In the month of May, the campaign has received over
180 messages via the IVR system and five video messages on the Facebook page.The youth have
shared information about their collaboration with local levels in the management and oversight
of quarantine sites, relief distribution, and awareness-raising. One such initiative reported on this
week is about how the youth from Parsa are collaborating with their local level to initiate relief
distribution (https://bit.ly/36RZlZK). Likewise, Listening, Discussion and Action Groups (LDAGs)
in the Kailali, Kavrepalanchok, Dailekh and Dang districts have engaged in various activities to support COVID-19 response in
their communities. The local level elected representatives have also participated in the campaign and shared about how they
collaborated with youth in the COVID-19 response (https://bit.ly/2Xrmpeq). Acknowledging the role of youth in the COVID-19
response, these initiatives are promoted through Sajha Boli and Saathi Sanga Maanka Kura radio programs and social media
pages, to motivate other youth to engage in similar initiatives that are in the interest of the broader community.
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Public Service Announcements (PSAs) about tackling misinformation
From May 25 onwards, PSAs about the spread of misinformation related to COVID-19 were
produced and broadcast by 15 radio partners in 10 different languages. These PSAs called upon
the listeners to be cautious about the message that they receive, and confirm their source and
authenticity before sharing them. The PSAs were broadcast for 390 times per day by the radio
station partners for a week, and were also shared through the social media pages (https://bit.
ly/3cqHbzm). The audience have found the PSAs useful and have provided feedback about the
clarity of the message and its usefulness through social media pages as well as through the
IVR system. CS:MAP has been producing PSAs about COVID-19 on a weekly basis to promote
awareness about its impacts, preventive measures, and to calling upon the audience to step up
against misinformation, and the stigmatization and discrimination against returnee migrants,
health workers, and security personnel.

Investigative and advocacy journalistic skills in COVID-19 reporting
The CS:MAP trained journalists have used their investigative journalism skills and ‘advocacy,
monitoring and oversight’ skills to report about COVID-19 issues in the CS:MAP project
districts. From May 26 to June 1, the journalists have published at least 22 articles in national
Journalism
and sub-national media outlets such as the Annapurna post, Nagarik Daily, Rajdhani daily and
sub-national media outlets such as Karnali Times, Nigalasaini Online, and different online news
portals, including on the MeroReport platform. In this period, the journalists covered about the
situation of quarantine facilities and their management such as overcrowding, lack of care for
pregnant women, lack of gender friendly facilities, status of testing process, lack of testing kits,
and inefficient tracing/ tracking system.The journalists have also reported about the government’s relief plans for economically
deprived populations and daily wage laborers. Through their competent skills on in-depth data collection, verification and
quality assurance, and extensive legal and policy reviews, the journalists have played a significant role in raising these issues
and advocating about them.

Journalism

Sajha Boli raises the issues about quarantine management
A Sajha Boli radio program broadcast on May 30, 2020 raised the issues about quarantine
management in the CS:MAP project districts. In the context where there are several criticisms about
the quarantine facilities, the radio program tried to incorporate the voice of people from the Banke,
Dang, Rasuwa, Dailekh and Kapilvastu districts about their experiences in quarantine; and the opinion
and statements of health experts and government authorities regarding the quarantine facilities.
The local level representatives were also invited to share about the challenges related to quarantine
management, and the measure they are adopting to overcome them. During the radio program,
Minister for Social Development from Province 5 also highlighted about the ongoing preparations to
tackle the COVID-19 situation in the province. Likewise, civil society representatives and journalists
from Sindhuli highlighted the role of media and civil society in the COVID-19 response. The radio
program also included an interview with health expert Sameer Mani Dixit who provided important health tips about proper
care and precautions to be adopted by people staying in quarantine.The radio program was broadcast by Radio Nepal and 39
radio partners, and can also be listened to on the social media page of the radio program (https://bit.ly/3gYpomC).

Champions draw the attention of the local government
On May 29, 2020 CDC Nepal organized a virtual meeting of civil society champions in Rasuwa district. The meeting aimed to
draw the attention of the local government regarding the management of quarantine facilities, and the health and nutrition
needs of pregnant and breastfeeding women in the community. Three days after the meeting, Kalika gaunpalika provided
supplies for nutritious food and other supplements to 348 pregnant and lactating women.

Nuwakot prepares for migrants’ return
The local governments in Nuwakot have started collecting data of all foreign-employed residents in order to plan and manage
for their return. Additionally, the Nepal Red Cross Society Nuwakot provided commodities such as soaps, sanitizers, tents, and
water tanks to all the local governments in the district to better equip them in the COVID-19 response.

HEAD coalition holds local government accountable for COVID-19 response
The Ramechhap district level ‘health, education, agriculture and disaster management’ (HEAD) coalition issued a press release
on June 1, 2020 demanding for the increase in quarantine facilities in response to increased influx of returnee migrants. The
coalition demanded construction of quarantine facilities in all Wards of the district, and highlighted the need for PCR testing
for COVID-19.
Similarly, seven HEAD coalition members conducted a meeting on May 26, 2020 to discuss the status of COVID-19 response
in Okhaldhunga district, and the role of civil society and media during the pandemic. The coalition emailed memoranda to all
the local governments of the district, through which they highlighted the need for effective management of quarantine sites;
increased testing; and regular monitoring of those in-home quarantine to reduce the risk of disease spread. The memoranda
highlighted the need for local government to formulate policies and guidelines for the effective management of quarantine
facilities as well as for safe management dead bodies resulting from the COVID-19 disease. Conforming the receipt of the
memoranda, some palikas also expressed their appreciation of the initiation and committed to address such concerns.

LDAG raises awareness on COVID-19
Hamro Prayas (a listening discussion and action group – LDAG) in Sindhuli district distributed leaflets, flyers, posters and other
informative materials provided by the Kamalamai municipality to raise awareness on COVID-19. The group is also actively
supporting the local governments and other groups for relief distribution in their communities.

Municipality accepts support for COVID-19 response through a one-door policy
In Birendranagar municipality Ward level COVID-19 Controlling, and Managing Committee was formed in Wards 1, 4, 6,
7 and 8, led by the Ward chairpersons. Each Committee also has representatives of political parties, intellectuals and tole
sudhar samitis (settlement improvement committees). The municipality also acknowledged that there is the need for all kinds
of support and will now accept any support from individuals, organizations and institutions for the management of beds and
logistics at quarantine sites, but only through the municipality via a one door policy. Additionally, the Violence Watch Group
formed and capacitated by CS:MAP through its partner Informal Sector Service Centre (INSEC) in the municipality, arranged
a virtual meeting on May 27, 2020 focusing on response to cases of violence during the lockdown, such as that of domestic
violence, cyber-harassment, and GBV experienced by elected representative of Ward no. 4.

RWDC Dang Discuss Local Budget Sectors
Rural Women Development Center (RWDC) Dang, convened a virtual meeting on local budget formulation process and the
issues to be addressed in the upcoming budget. Ten Common Assembly (CA) members of Rampur and Laxmipur of Ghorahi
Ward no 3 and 4, discussed on health, education, agriculture, disaster risk reduction and employment and agreed to pressurize
the local governments to address the outstanding issues in upcoming budget. The attendees of the meeting also agreed to draw
attention of the stakeholders about programs that can counter COVID -19 impact on livelihood. The participants agreed that
since COVID -19 has affected almost all sectors, the local level budgets should prioritize health and agriculture . Similarly, the
CA members also demanded for a raise in budget ceiling for women, marginalized and other backward communities.
Disclaimer: This infographic is made possible by the support of the American People through the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID.) The information in this document do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United
States Government. The information is collected and verified in/through various GON sources including respective municipalities
and provincial governments where CS:MAP is working.

