Situation Report
Bulletin # 10

Civil Society: Mutual Accountability Project (CS:MAP)

June 10, 2020

CS:MAP Working Areas:
USAID’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) Districts: Kapilvastu, Palpa, Arghakanchi, Gulmi, Dang,
Salyan, Pyuthan, Rukum, Rolpa, Banke, Bardiya, Surkhet, Dailekh, Jajarkot, Kailali, Doti, Achham, Kanchanpur, Dadeldhura, and Baitadi
Earthquake-affected Districts: Okhaldhunga, Ramechhap, Dolakha, Sindhuli, Sindhupalchowk, Kavrepalanchowk, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Nuwakot, Rasuwa, Dhading, Gorkha, and Makwanpur
Local Government Units: Amargadhi, Badhaiyatal, Banfikot, Bannigadhi Jaygadh, Barhabise, Bheri, Bheriganga, Bhotekoshi,
Bijaynagar, Birendranagar, Budhanilkantha, Changunarayan, Chhatradev, Chhatreshwari, Chhedagad, Chisankhugadhi, Dashrath
Chand, Dipayal Silgadhi, Duduwa, Fikkal, Gauriganga, Ghorahi, Godawari, Golanjor, Gorkha, Gulmidarbar, Guransh, Isma, Kageshori
Manohara, Kalika, Kapurkot, Khadadevi, KI Singh, Konjyosom, Krishnapur, Lekbesi, Likhu, Likhu Tamakoshi, Manahari, Megyang,
Molung, Narayan, Naubaini, Neelkantha, Panauti, Roshi, Sandhikharka, Sanfebagar, Shahid Lakhan, Shailung, Saruma Rani, Siddhalek,
Suryabinayak, Tamakoshi, Tinau, Tribeni, Triveni and Uttargaya

Listening, Discussion, and Action Group (LDAG) facilitators connected virtually
On June 3, 2020, Equal Access International
(EAI) conducted an online virtual meeting
with five of the LDAG facilitators of USAID
CDCS districts via ZOOM cloud meeting
software. The meeting encouraged LDAG
facilitators to ensure that the LDAG
members continue listening and discussion
based on the Sajha Boli and Saathi Sanga
Manka Kura radio programs and Public
service Announcement (PSAs), provide
feedback on these content and participate
and promote Mero Palika Mero Chaso
(SMS My Voice). During the meeting, the
team also discussed the possibility of
conducting virtual meetings with LDAG
members. The team also discussed about
continuing engagement with the local
levels in COVID-19 response. The LDAG
Facilitators shared some examples of engagement with the local levels such as establishment of the quarantine center for the
migrant returnees from India. Some of them said that they had supported the local level to collect the data of disadvantaged
families and in relief package distribution. The LDAG facilitators also expressed their commitment to coordinate with their
respective Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) to organize virtual LDAG meetings. Community Reporters and CSO District
Coordinators in Kailali and Surkhet have already started virtual meetings with LDAGs.

Public Interest Reporting by Trained Journalists
From June 2-8, 2020, CS:MAP-trained journalists published 24 articles in national and sub-national online media, radio and
television. They reported on the poor management of quarantine sites; lack of security and health workers; delays in swab
collection and testing; local governments’ response policies and practices; economic and health problems resulting from
measures like lockdown; and community efforts at managing quarantine sites. Reporting included in-depth data collection,
verification and quality assurance, balanced representation of multiple points of views, and information related to legal and
policy measures. Utilizing their ‘investigative journalism’ and ‘advocacy, monitoring, and oversight’ skills, the trained journalists
have played an important role in highlighting COVID-19 related issues in the CS:MAP project districts.

Virtual Content Advisory Group (CAG) meetings held
Ten CS:MAP partner radio stations conducted virtual CAG meetings with 100 participants in total, including government
officials, community reporters, and CSO/media representatives. Aimed at identifying Sajha Boli content priorities, they discussed
transparency/ accountability surrounding COVID-19 relief distribution; implementation of fiscal plans and budget; citizen
participation in planning and budgeting; vaccination and health services for pregnant women, new-born, and the chronically
ill; plans for floods and landslides with arrival of monsoons; violence against women and children; and post-COVID employment
generation.

Radio stations discuss COVID-19 efforts at sub-national level
The 82nd episode of the Sajha Boli sub-national version was broadcast on June 7 from 39 FM radio stations. It highlighted local
governments’ preparations and challenges in the COVID-19 response, condition of quarantine sites, and the important role of
media and civil society to reinforce the effective implementation of the government plans to control COVID-19. They included
the voices of elected representatives, people in quarantine, and media and civil society representatives. The radio partners are
currently conducting online Critical Listening Feedback Sessions (CLFS) through online forms to gather audience feedback
on clarity of messages, relevance, presentation style, technical and other related aspects. Online CLFS and CAGs are some
examples of innovative approaches adopted by the radio partners to continue audience interactivity through virtual medium
in the context of the lockdown that has restricted physical meetings or gatherings.

Public Service Announcements about gender based violence during COVID-19
From June 9 onwards, PSAs (https://bit.ly/3cT1MMF) on gender based violence, that is on the rise during the lockdown period,
were produced and broadcast in 10 local languages through 39 partner radio stations. In the earlier week, the PSA (https://
bit.ly/30y9UA1) highlighted the discriminations faced by the frontline workers such as health workers, journalists and security
personnel during the lockdown. These weekly PSAs have also been shared through social media pages, and have received
positive feedback from the audience.

Civil Society Initiatives in Response to COVID-19
Utilizing local resources for advancing local solutions
With a nationwide lockdown in place since March
24, 2020, critical care patients from lower income
households are facing difficulties to pay for their
treatment and medications. Mrs. Usarbani Khatun has
gallbladder cancer, but she had to return home as she
was unable to pay the hospital charges at Bharatpur
Cancer Hospital due to the dwindling income of her
family that relies on daily wages. After hearing of her
plight, civil society champion Mr. Mohasin Ali Miya
created a short video asking for help and started
a social media campaign to generate funds for her
treatment.
As of now, more than NRs. 2,00,000 has been collected.
Mr. Binod Aryal, a member of the HEAD coalition and
local pharmacist has provided free service for 15
days and paid the ambulance costs to take her to the
Bharatpur Cancer Hospital. Mrs. Khatun is currently
undergoing treatment at the Hospital.
Human Rights Defenders Meet Virtually in Karnali
On June 7, 2020 INSEC conducted a virtual meeting with human rights defenders and CSOs and discussed the COVID-19
crisis, its impacts and the responses made so far by different institutions.The meeting also discussed about the availability
of test kits and the frequency of testing along with number of tested people in the Karnali province. The COVID-19
context has also led to increased number of gender-based violence incidents. Due to lockdown and court closure, victims
have not been able to file cases, the participants voiced at the meeting. Similarly, human rights defenders published a joint
press statement on June 8, 2020 about the situation and urged stakeholders for effective response against the COVID-19
crisis.
Provincial Parliamentarian and Human Rights Defenders Monitor Quarantine and Isolation Wards
Information and Human Rights Research Center (IHRC), along with other human rights activists and Province 5
parliamentarian Surendra Hamal, monitored and observed quarantine and isolation wards at the Mahendra Multiple
Campus of Nepalgunj, and quarantine sites at Simalghari of Khajura, and Bargadahi, Hasanpur and Orilapur of Baijanath.
The team concluded that the quarantine and isolation wards they monitored, were not at par with government’s standard
and lack proper facilities of drinking water, toilet and bathroom. The monitoring team also discussed the slowness in
testing for infection and providing of results. Parliamentarian Surendra Hamal committed to draw attention to the issue
of concerned government and stakeholders.
Violence Watch Group Supports People at Quarantine Centers
Violence Watch Group members of FMDC handed over 206 pieces of masks, five pieces of hand-wash, 206 pieces of
soaps and 8 pieces of toilet cleaners to the people living in quarantine. Prior to the provision of these material, the
youth of Gauriganga municipality Ward no 1 met and discussed the significance of even a small contribution they could
make during this crisis. Each youth member and the people in the community contributed NRs. 100 to NRs. 500 with the
permission of the Ward chairperson and purchased the goods.
CSOs Email 20-Point Memorandum to Local Governments in Nuwakot
On June 5, 2020, the civil society organizations in Nuwakot mailed a 20-point memorandum to the 12 local governments
of Nuwakot, about the budget formulation process and COVID-19 crisis. Through the e-mail, the CSOs suggested local
governments to engage citizens in budget making process through different means and implement previously made
decisions at different platforms. The memorandum also included demand of effective COVID-19 response plan in the
upcoming budget.

Community Development Center (CDC) Nepal Distributes
Relief Materials
Community Development Center (CDC) Nepal distributed health
relief material to 400 vulnerable households in the Uttargaya and
Naukunda rural municipalities of Rasuwa district. The relief package
contained 10 pieces of surgical masks and three pieces of soaps for
each family.
Vulnerable households supported
The government mandated lockdown has severely affected the
livelihood of majority people, including those involved in agriculture.
As such, 220 vulnerable households of Ward no 8 and 9 of Bhimeshwor
municipality, Dolakha were supported with agriculture materials
through the resilient reconstruction and livelihood recovery project, funded by ECHO/UNDP and implemented by
HURADEC Nepal. Among them 194 households were provided with agriculture materials such as plastic tunnel, Hazari
spray, and garden hoses, and 26 households were supported to conduct goat farming. The support was aimed at improving
the financial situation of farmers at risk, by equipping them with modern technologies and materials and supporting them
in off-seasonal farming. Prior to this, UNDP had also supported the municipality with 2,000 pieces of surgical masks, 500
pairs of surgical gloves, 350 pieces of hand-sanitizers, and 15 sets of PPE to the municipality for the COVID-19 response.
HEAD Coalition conducts oversight of quarantine site
The Ramechhap district level ‘health, education, agriculture and disaster management’ (HEAD) coalition conducted an
oversight visit to the quarantine facility at Manthali Secondary School, Manthali municipality on June 02, 2020. During the
visit, a discussion with the people currently under quarantine was held. The people in quarantine stated that they were
treated well in the facility. The health focal person of the municipality, Mr. Keshav Phuyal also informed the Coalition that
health check-up of every person residing in the facility was carried our regularly.
Mid-Western University Holds Virtual Interaction on policy and program of Karnali Province
Mid-Western University, School of Education and
Humanities, in coordination with civil society
organizations (CSOs), organized a virtual interaction
program on policy and program of FY 076-77 of
Karnali province in June 8, 2020. Mr. Prakash Jwala,
Minister of Economic Affairs and Planning, explained
the major policies and program prioritized by the
provincial government, which focused on health,
agriculture and employment. Similarly, the member of
Provincial Planning Commission of Karnali province Mr.
Yougendra Shahi further highlighted the government
priority on employment, agriculture, education.
During interaction, Dean of Mid-Western University,
Faculty of Education and Humanities, Dr. Amrit
Gaire, assistant professor Chandra Kant Jha, Youth
representative Tekendra Basnet, CSO leader Khim
Regmi, Lalit Shahi and Arjun Adi raised concerns and provided their inputs in the interaction sessions. The CSO leaders,
including Pitamber Dhakal, criticized the government policies. They stated that the policy and program was unrealistic
and unable to address the current pandemic. More than 70 participants from various organization, academia, media,
CSOs, private sector participated in the discussion.
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