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*CS:MAP Working Areas:
USAID’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) Districts: Kapilvastu, Palpa, Arghakanchi, Gulmi, Dang,
Salyan, Pyuthan, Rukum, Rolpa, Banke, Bardiya, Surkhet, Dailekh, Jajarkot, Kailali, Doti, Achham, Kanchanpur, Dadeldhura, and Baitadi
Earthquake-affected Districts: Okhaldhunga, Ramechhap, Dolakha, Sindhuli, Sindhupalchowk, Kavrepalanchowk, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Nuwakot, Rasuwa, Dhading, Gorkha, and Makwanpur
Local Governments: Amargadhi, Badhaiyatal, Banfikot, Bannigadhi Jaygadh, Barhabise, Bheri, Bheriganga, Bhotekoshi, Bijaynagar,
Birendranagar, Budhanilkantha, Changunarayan, Chhatradev, Chhatreshwari, Chhedagad, Chisankhugadhi, Dashrath Chand, Dipayal
Silgadhi, Duduwa, Fikkal, Gauriganga, Ghorahi, Godawari, Golanjor, Gorkha, Gulmidarbar, Guransh, Isma, Kageshori Manohara,
Kalika, Kapurkot, Khadadevi, KI Singh, Konjyosom, Krishnapur, Lekbesi, Likhu, Likhu Tamakoshi, Manahari, Megyang, Molung, Narayan,
Naubaini, Neelkantha, Panauti, Roshi, Sandhikharka, Sanfebagar, Shahid Lakhan, Shailung, Saruma Rani, Siddhalek, Suryabinayak,
Tamakoshi, Tinau, Tribeni, Triveni and Uttargaya

Journalists and Community Reporters in COVID-19 Reporting
The CS:MAP trained journalists have published 19 articles from May 12-18, 2020 highlighting COVID-19 situation, relief
distribution, and local level efforts in their localities. These articles were published via various national and sub-national
media outlets. Some of the issues covered include the lack of doctors at health centres, lack of Rapid Diagnostic Test
(RDT) kits in Baitadi, safety precautions adopted by ambulance drivers in Rasuwa, relief distribution by local levels,
and status of quarantine facilities, among others. A journalist in Dailekh reported about the continuity of infrastructure
development projects despite the lockdown. Through their investigative articles, the journalists have continued their
advocacy, monitoring and oversight role during the lockdown period.They have adopted adequate security measures and
maintained social distancing while conducting their duties. They are continually
provided mentoring support by Equal Access International.
The CS:MAP Community Reporters (CR) have also proactively reported on the
COVID-19 situation and response at their local levels. The CRs are the major
contributors to blogposts on the MeroReport platform as well as in the voice
collection for the Sajha Boli radio programs. The CRs have raised issues about
the status of people with disabilities and their needs during this lockdown period,
the status of quarantine facilities, effectiveness of distance education, and the
oversight of relief distribution, among others. At least 44 blogposts from CRs
were posted to MeroReport from May 8-14.
Online Meetings Conducted by Youth to Remain Connected
Listening, Discussion and Action Groups (LDAGs) in Kailali and Surkhet districts have started online meetings to remain
connected with their members, CRs, and Districts Coordinators (DCs) of CS:MAP.The meetings were conducted using Zoom
Cloud Meeting software. Due to the lockdown enforced by the government to combat COVID-19, the LDAG meetings
were not taking place as before. However, the youth groups have initiated these online meetings in consultation with CRs
and DCs. In these meetings,
the LDAG members shared
their thoughts about the
recent Sajha Boli and Saathi
Sanga Maanka Kura radio
episodes. Although, the LDAGs
have not been able to listen
and convene physically in
groups due to the lockdown,
they had been listening to
the radio programs at their
homes. The LDAGs discussed
about the COVID-19 situation
in their communities and
highlighted the need to follow
safety measures. They also
discussed about the role of
the youth groups in promoting
awareness about COVID-19, and role in collaboration with local levels in combating COVID-19.The LDAGs in Kailali also
shared about various activities that they had initiated in collaboration with their Ward office in response to COVID-19.
The CRs and DCs appreciated the LDAG efforts, and encouraged them to keep going. The LDAG members were very
excited about participating in the virtual meetings as this was a new experience for them. Though there were some
technical issues such as poor internet connectivity, the LDAG members believe they would be able to continue these
meetings. Equal Access International is assessing the possibilities of such virtual meetings among LDAGs in other districts
as well.

Sindhuli District HEAD Coalition Meets Virtually
On May 15, 2020 the Sindhuli district health, education, agriculture and disaster risk reduction (HEAD) network convened a
virtual meeting and discussed civil society’s role in the current COVID-19 crisis response. During the meeting, the participants
urged the local governments for their effective role in the COVID-19 response. The meeting also decided to hand over a
memorandum to the Sindhuli Chief District Officer (CDO) calling for effective monitoring of local government’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

IHRICON Builds its Staff Capacity Virtually
On May 13, 2020 Institute of Human Rights Communication Nepal (IHRICON) organized a half-day virtual training for
their staff. Seven participants including newly appointed project coordinator, district coordinator and other staff attended
the training. The training focused primarily on the CS:MAP theory of change, advocacy strategies and tools, evidence-based
advocacy efforts, constructive engagement with government, role of CS:MAP structures in oversight of public service delivery
and public resource use, budget advocacy, and role of CSOs in response to COVID-19.The CS:MAP advocacy advisor delivered
the training and provided technical support.

Virtual Meeting with HEAD Coalition
Rural Women Development Center (RWDC) conducted a virtual meeting with the
HEAD coalition members on May 12, 2020 in Dang, to discuss CSO role during the
pandemic as well as their contribution to an effective local level planning process. The
coalition members informed how they provide financial and other assistance to the local
government for the identification of returnee migrants, effective quarantine management,
and the distribution of essential health commodities and relief-packages. Essential
health services such as vaccinations, health check-up and emergency services are being
provided by the CSOs in the district. Under the leadership of RWDC, the coalition will
prepare a report and submit suggestions to the local government for an effective and
citizen-led local planning process.The meeting was attended by representatives of Forum
for Human Right and Disabled Nepal, Family Planning Association of Nepal, Human
Welfare and Environment Protection Center, Informal Sector Service Center, Society for Environment Education Development,
Backward Society Education, and Nepal Red Cross Society Dang.

Medicines Distributed to Children at a Correction Home
Information and Human Rights Research Center (IHRC), in collaboration with other Civil Society Organizations, distributed
medicines worth thirty thousand rupees, and one carton (144 pieces) of dettol soaps on May 12, 2020 to the Child Correction
Home, Banke. This was done as a follow-up after the children complained of skin rashes, eczemas and other skin related
problems during the monitoring visit at the beginning of May. The medicines were contributed by the Association of Medicine
Business, Golden Age Online, and the Lions Club.

Government and CSO Coordination on COVID-19 Response Discussed
In coordination with the Sudurpaschim Province NGO Federation, Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ), Nepal Police, Public
Health Office, Kailali Industry and Chambers of Commerce (KICC) and women rights activists, Media for Development and
Social Change (FMDC) organized a virtual meeting on May 13, 2020.The meeting provided a common platform for government
agencies and CSO representatives to provide an update on the situation and response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The role
of CSOs in relief distribution and in preventive awareness-raising measures was discussed. Likewise, the crucial role of the
media in ensuring credible news coverage, as well as reporting on irregularities on relief distribution and the escalating cases
of domestic and gender-based violence during lockdown, was extensively discussed. The CSOs and media expressed their
commitment and willingness to coordinate with the provincial government for COVID-19 response at the meeting.

Citizen Engagement in the Local Level Planning Process
The local governments in Dolakha district have initiated the local level planning process for the next fiscal year. To ensure
citizen’s engagement in the planning process despite the pandemic induced lockdown, HURADEC Nepal shared an informative
article regarding the process through social media as well as through various online news portals. The article aimed to draw
citizen’s attention towards the process and kicks off a series of virtual engagement planned to contribute towards the process.
(https://www.edainikkhabar.com/2020/05/3283/)
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