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Special Editorial: COVID-19
Dear colleagues,
I would like to thank you all for your patience and perseverance during this unprecedented and
challenging health emergency across the world. The social and economic interactions have come to a
standstill, whose scale of impact is still difficult to predict.
While people around the world are anxiously waiting for scientists to come up with antidot to the virus,
Nepal is also struggling to contain the pandemic. The growing number of infections and the increasing
number of deaths is alarming. The only way seems prevention, and act thoughtfully, maintain safe
distances, stay healthy, stay safe, and avoid misinformation.
The role of civil society in supporting the government’s efforts in responding to this pandemic becomes
more pronounced, as the situation gets more alarming by the day. Depending on expertise and resources
at our disposal, we must raise mass awareness, while at the same time support the state in the best possible
way. We are running out of time and must act immediately and cautiously, while respecting the safety
measures required to keep ourselves, our families, and our communities away from risk.
In all this, we should not forget that governance and accountability are major concerns during pandemic.
Civil society can play the role of connector between the society and the government and help response
executed with transparency and accountability. We can also work to reduce the impact of the pandemic on
groups especially vulnerable by inequality, discrimination, disability and the absence of social security
measures.
Collectively, we have the capability and means to overcome this grave humanitarian crisis.
In solidarity!
Sajana Maharjan, Chief of Party, CS:MAP, FHI 360 Nepal
Civil Society and Media Contribute to Respond to COVID-19 Pandemic Across the Country
Amid escalating novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) infection and ensuing death toll, civil society
organizations (CSOs) and media partners of Civil Society: Mutual Accountability Project (CS:MAP)
continued to scale up their support to the government’s response to the pandemic. CSOs focused on
raising awareness, in the identification and management of returnee migrants in quarantine, in relief
distribution, and in the oversight of government efforts. This newsletter presents a summary of
activities of CS:MAP partners across the nation.

CS:MAP Partners Organize Virtual Meetings with Different Stakeholders
On May 20, 2020, Informal Sector Service
Center (INSEC) organized a virtual meeting with
representatives of CSOs, media and local
governments in Lalitpur district. The objective
was to interact and discuss the crisis, and the
possible collaboration of CSOs and media with
local governments to enhance accountability
towards people's safety and well-being.

orient journalists to be responsible while
disseminating news related to the pandemic. He
suggested the local governments to increase the
number of quarantine and isolation facilities.

Gopilal Syangtan, chair of Konjyosom
gaunpalika, said media should play a responsible
role to make people aware and protect them from
coronavirus infection. He suggested that news
media should not compete to boost their
readership/ viewership by disseminating
unsubstantiated news and half-baked opinion
about COVID-19; they should rather base their
reports/ news on facts and figures from reliable
sources. He also requested news media to point
out the weaknesses of the government for
improvement, and assured that Konjyosom
gaunpalika would provide information to CSOs
and journalists transparently. He urged CSOs to
join hands with the local government to manage
the current crisis under lockdown.

INSEC also organized a virtual meeting of CSOs
and human rights defenders to interact with the
local level authorities on human rights issues
during the COVID-19 pandemic on May 18,
2020. The objective of the meeting was to assess
the situation, share experiences, identify
challenges and create environment for
collaboration. The meeting discussed activities
carried out by the local level responding to the
pandemic, activities carried out by CSOs
including the monitoring of human rights
situation, information dissemination, and
awareness raising activities, challenges faced in
the local level, and possible ways for
collaboration.

Dipana Sharma, representative of the Lalitpur
district chapter of the NGO Federation of Nepal
(NFN), said CSOs and government should
collaborate to ensure testing of people who travel
from outside. Sabin Sharma, secretary of the
district chapter of the Federation of Nepali
Journalists (FNJ), said the lack of transparency
in providing information to journalists by the
authorities, was the cause of misinformation. He
suggested that local governments provide
information transparently to stem
misinformation. He assured that FNJ would

Journalists and advocates suggested the local
government to properly categorize people based
on their physical abilities and economic
condition to better address the pandemic. Human
rights activists and representatives of political
parties suggested the local government to
manage the data of people under medication so
that their access to basic medicine can be
ensured. They also suggested the government to
facilitate to provide loans, seeds and fertilizer to
farmers to mitigate the possible food scarcity in
future. Krishna Gautam, Bagmati Province
Coordinator of INSEC, suggested journalists,
local governments and CSOs work towards an
enabling environment. There were 14
participants (2 females) in the meeting.

The meeting discussed economic, social and
cultural rights including the right to health,
education and food security. CSOs suggested the
local government to pay attention to the needs of
general people, ensure accountability, and
promote CSOs and other stakeholders' presence
in the COVID-19 response processes. They also
urged the government to focus on women,
children, persons with disabilities, and the poor
and marginalized section of society as a priority
for protection; and to develop a contingency plan
to support people in need during emergency.
There were 13 participants (4 females) in the
meeting.

Interaction to Protect Human Rights of Women and
Girls held
On May 26, 2020, Women Act organized an interaction on
violence against women and girls during COVID-19, which
discussed government’s efforts and interventions to address
problems and challenges faced by service providers and
survivors. Krishna Bhakta Pokhrel, Member of the House of
Representatives of the federal parliament, and Bandana Rana,
vice chair of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
Committee, spoke about how the pandemic fueled violence
against women and girls.

Rana said that measures to address that pandemic, e.g.
lockdown, had led to an upsurge in different forms of genderbased violence (GBV) including domestic violence, sexual
abuse, and cybercrime in the form of online harassment. She
pointed out to the need for safe spaces like shelter homes and
spoke about the challenges in accommodating GBV survivors in
existing shelter homes due to fear of infection. She also spoke
about reproductive health issues faced by pregnant women and
lactating mothers, and their anxiety in visiting health facilities
for fear of being stigmatized by health workers.
Pokhrel said the government was accountable towards its people
and shared information about the government’s initiatives and
interventions to respond to COVID-19. Speaking about the
government’s decision and its short- and long-term plans to
bring back migrant workers, he said the government’s Public
Quarantine Management Guideline was developed aligned with
World Health Organization (WHO) standards. He said there
were separate quarantine facilities for women, girls and persons
with disabilities, with services catering to their specific needs
including the availability of health professionals, security
personnel, and surveillance camera in each quarantine facility.
He also spoke about the code of conduct developed for personnel
involved in quarantine management to avoid stigma and
discriminatory behavior based on caste, religion, disability and
gender. He elaborated on the coordination role of the ‘Law,
Justice and Human Rights’ committee of the federal parliament.
While referring to the recent Rukum case, he said the committee
had instructed the government to investigate into the incident
and take strict measures against caste-based discrimination. He
added that the committee had instructed to continue existing
social protection schemes for single women and Dalits. Around
50 participants attended the interaction.

PIL Filed to Improve
Standards of Quarantines
and Isolation Centers
Human rights activists, lawyers
and CSO leaders filed a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) at the
Tulsipur High Court, Banke, on
May 22, 2020, demanding to
improve the quality of
quarantines and isolation centers
as per WHO guidelines. It was
filed against all local
governments, police
administrations of Banke and
Bardiya districts, Ministry of
Health and Population of
Province 5, including 37 different
agencies. Information and Human
Rights Research Center (IHRC)
chair and vice chair were also
involved in filing the PIL.
The PIL was filed based on the
monitoring visit conducted at
eight local governments'
quarantine and isolation centers.
The petitioners demanded
distribution of relief package to
the poor and marginalized
community people, to develop the
COVID-19 pandemic policy and
implement it, to arrange for
minimum requirements for
people in quarantine and isolation
centers and to mandatorily
conduct Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR) and Rapid
Diagnostic Test (RDT) on people
coming from India.

Memorandum to Banke District Administration Office and Province Parliament

IHRC in coordination with human rights activists
and other CSO leaders handed over a
memorandum to the Banke District
Administration Office and Province 5 Parliament
Member, Krishna
KC on May 21,
2020. The CSOs
proposed 11 major
points with regard to
COVID-19 safety
and security
measures, following
rapid increment in
coronavirus infection
in Banke, with
Narainapur
gaunpalika being declared a red zone.
Meanwhile, IHRC coordinated eight civil society
members and some human rights activists and
jointly monitored human rights situation of the
inmates of Banke jail and juvenile correction
home of Duduwa on May 10, 2020. After the
monitoring, the team organized a meeting with
Ajaya Kumar Shreewastav, Chair of District

Coordination Committee and Kumar Bahadur
Khadka Chief District Officer of Banke and
debriefed them about the monitoring.
As a follow up to the
monitoring visit conducted
by CSOs in the juvenile
correction home of Banke in
May, the CSOs distributed
medicines worth Rs 30,000
and one carton (144 pieces)
of toilet soap on May 12,
2020, after the children
complained of skin rashes,
eczema and other skinrelated problems. The
Association of Medicine
Business, Golden Age Online, and the Lions Club
contributed the medicines. IHRC also coordinated
with Golden Age Online which provided medical
kits containing masks, sanitizer and gloves to the
Banke District Court, Nepalgunj High Court,
Nepal Bar Association, Banke Chapter and
human rights activists in Nepalgunj to ensure
their safety against COVID-19, on May 11, 2020.

Civil Society and Local Government Interact to Manage Returnee Migrant Workers
Media for Development & Social Change (FMDC) organized a virtual meeting with national and
subnational level stakeholders to discuss the COVID-19 scenario especially on the settlement of returnee
migrants from India through the Gaurifanta border near Dhangadhi in Kailali. About 45,000 migrant
workers returned via Gaurifanta and Gaddachauki borders (37,000 Gaurifanta, Gaddachauki 8,000)
between May 15-31, 2020. FMDC coordinated with Uttam Raj
Subedi, Deputy Inspector General of Sudurpaschim Province;
Narendra Sing Karki, Director of Public Health Office; Nripa
Bahadur Odd, Mayor of Dhangadhi Sub-metropolis; Bal
Bahadur KC, CSO Representative from Achham; and Mohan
Shahi, correspondent to Kantipur daily from Doti, who
participated in the meeting held on May 28, 2020.
The team discussed on the current scenario of returnee migrant
workers who entered through Gaurifanta and other checkpoints
in the Province. The local journalists reported live during the interaction and showed the situation of the
border where about 4,000 returnee migrants were waiting to enter Nepal.
KC from Achham updated on how civil society was working in local level and supporting government
to distribute relief package, and Shahi from Doti on COVID-19 situation and status of quarantine for
returnees from India, and plans and efforts of the local governments in Doti district.
Karki updated on the latest COVID-19 situation and efforts made by provincial and local governments,
Subedi on security situation and plan to manage the crowd at the border and requested public to follow
lockdown directives and maintain social distance. Odd spoke on the sub-metropolis’ plans and response
to manage returnees from India and possible collaboration of local, provincial and federal governments
with CSOs, media, health service providers and security forces (https://www.nepalsandarv.com/
archives/10949).

Civil Society Supports Government to Respond to COVID-19
Sundar Nepal
Sanstha (SNS)
provided Rs
466,000 to Karnali
Province
Government and
nine local
governments in
Surkhet district.
The organization
handed over the
amount to Naresh
Bhandari, Minister
for Internal Affairs
and Law of the Karnali Province. Minister
Bhandari vowed to use the monetary support to
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. Hem
Prakash Bhusal, President of SNS, said that he
was happy to support the government and added
that it was among one of CSO roles to support the
government during such humanitarian crisis.
Meanwhile, the Common Assembly (CA) in
Chhedagad Municipality, Jajarkot district
collaborated with the municipality to support the
people most affected by COVID-19 in Ward Nos.
12 and 13. The members of the CA joined hands
with the municipality to identify the needy
households, categorize them and to distribute
relief to 477 needy households of Ward No. 13
where the CA is located.

Similarly, Samudayik Sarathi organized a
virtual meeting of CA at Ramche-9 of
Barhabise municipality of Sindhupalchowk
district on May 2, 2020. Seven people
discussed COVID-19 impact, initiatives of
the municipality against it and citizen
participation in the local level planning
process. Issues such as distribution of
fertilizers and seeds to farmers by the
municipality at normal prices was discussed
in the meeting and the meeting also decided
to request the municipality to conduct
market monitoring to ensure smooth supply
of essential commodities, and to close down
hotel and restaurants. The CA meeting also
decided to request the municipality to publish
public notice about the local level planning
process so that citizens can voice their needs and
priorities through
social media and
telephone for the
allocation of
programs and
budget. It also
decided to
handover a
memorandum to
the municipality
to ensure
participation of
people in settlement-level planning workshops in
the best possible way.

Ghorahi Sub-metropolis Provides Employment for Poor Laborers
Ghorahi Sub-metropolis has launched an employment program to solve the problems of poor laborers
hardest hit by the lockdown enforced due to COVID-19. The municipality has allocated Rs 61.3 million
for the employment scheme. The sub-metropolis has decided to provide a daily wage of Rs. 517 to each
worker during the lockdown period. Mayor Narulal Chaudhary said laborers will work on drain
cleaning, road maintenance, wall construction, sanitation and other areas maintaining physical distance
to avoid transmission of coronavirus.
In order to create employment for the needy workers, Rural Women Development Center (RWDC) had
strongly raised the issue in a virtual meeting of Sajhedari Manch. Mayor Chaudhary had expressed his
commitment to provide employment to the poor laborers and farmers. Similarly, Health, Education,
Agriculture and Disaster Risk Reduction (HEAD) coalition had also drawn the attention of Chaudhary.
Leaders of civil society had also raised the issue that relief distribution would only help for a short time.
As a result, the sub-metropolis has given employment to the needy workers.

HEAD Coalition Urges Local Government for Better Preparedness
Community Development Center (CDC) Nepal
organized a
virtual HEAD
coalition
meeting on May
29, 2020 in
Rasuwa district.
The main
objective was to
discuss the role
of civil society
and media in
the context of
COVID-19 in
the district.
Participants reviewed preparations for COVID19 in terms of quarantine, local level relief
distribution and exercise of human rights.
Hemnath Khatiwada, President of FNJ Rasuwa
Chapter; Binod Lamichhane, INSEC
Representative; Jayaram Acharya, President of
NFN Rasuwa Chapter; Bishwas Nepali,
Sushma Neupane, and Kamal Nath Acharya,
representatives of civil society, and Sangita
Lama, Representative of Radio Lantang
participated in the meeting.
Lamichhane requested the participants to
conduct their programs in line with the current

situation in the district. Khatiwada focused on
human rights activities considering possible
risks of human rights violations. Most
participants said the local governments had to
improve their preparation for the prevention and
control of COVID-19 by setting up systematic
quarantine facilities and increasing the number
of tests. All participants vowed to continue with
their best efforts to make the stakeholders
responsible and accountable in responding to
COVID-19. They also decided to continue
virtual meetings in the coming days.

Likewise, a virtual HEAD coalition meeting was
held on May 16, 2020 in Kavre district. Seven
CSO members participated in the meeting that
focused on the impact of COVID-19, preventive
measures taken by the local governments, and
citizen participation in local level planning
process. The meeting also decided to request the
Human Rights Situation Monitoring Committee
to monitor primary health posts, primary health
centers, quarantine sites and isolation wards
prepared by the local governments across the
district. The meeting also urged the local
governments in the district to ensure citizen
participation and the inclusion of local priorities
and needs in the budget making process, through
the use of technology in the current context of
lockdown.

Public Interest Reporters Face Problems in Covering COVID-19 Issues
Public Interest Reporting (PIR) journalists said that they faced many challenges resulting from COVID
-19, at a virtual meeting organized by Freedom Forum on May 14, 2020. A PIR fellow and reporter
with the Annapurna Post daily, Shiva Upreti, said local newspapers in Gorkha district have stopped
printing due to COVID-19. Another PIR fellow and reporter with Nagarik daily, Shivahari Ghimire,
said newsroom meetings were now conducted virtually. As the pages of newspapers have decreased, it
has become difficult to prioritize news content. With the reduction in the pages, the stories of public
interest have been overshadowed, he added. Difficulty in reporting has arisen mainly due to technical
jargon used by public health workers and the time pressure on both journalists and health workers, said
PIR fellow Rama Luitel from Himalayan Times vernacular daily.
Editor of Nuwakot Jagaran daily and PIR fellow Siva Devkota said health workers’ health is more
important at this time and they need to be encouraged in order to combat the pandemic. Lack of testing
kits, ambulances, and quarantine and isolation centers are other reasons behind the rapid increase in
coronavirus infection, said Durga Acharya, PIR fellow and reporter with Image Channel. Tara Nath
Dahal, Chief Executive of Freedom Forum, said although online media has come to the fore now,
eventually the advertisers will turn to print media once the pandemic is over. He added it is the most
crucial time and the reporters can cover more public interest issues related to COVID-19 now. He
urged the reporters to focus on budget allocation to local levels, sanitation, and rehabilitation, among
others. A total of 10 journalists including three females participated in the meeting.

CSOs and Journalists Volunteer to Support Returnee Migrants
CSOs and journalists in Doti district supported returnee
migrants from different parts of India to the district to stay in
quarantine sites. Between May 15-30, 2020, a total 7,214
returnees reached Dipayal-Silgadhi municipality via
Gaurifanta checkpoint in Kailali district. The volunteers are
supporting returnees with food, water and managing vehicles
to take them to quarantine sites located in different places. The
joint initiation of CSOs and local government were welcomed
by the private sector. The voluntary support helped in keeping
the moral of the returnee workers high amid growing threat of the pandemic. It also helped them to
stay safe and keep their family and community members safe.

Journalists Continue Reporting on COVID-19
CS:MAP trained journalists have published at least 98 articles in May 2020 highlighting COVID-19
related issues at the local level, such as lack of proper management of quarantine sites, delays in
conducting tests and dissemination of test results, and the impact of COVID-19 on farmers and their
livelihoods. Likewise, the journalists also focused on issues related to the rescue of Nepali citizens stuck
at the Indo-Nepal border, and lack of testing services at the border entry points, potentially increasing the
risk of the COVID-19 infection and spread. Through these articles published in the MeroReport platform,
and in national and sub-national media outlets, the journalists have played an important role in oversight
and advocacy reporting of the COVID-19 situation and the government’s response.
Capacity building on PIR under CS:MAP to the journalists has been reflected in the coverage of news
about COVID-19. The trained journalists have covered COVID-19 issues on national and sub-national
online media, radio and television. They have done in-depth data collection, verification and quality
assurance; ensured balance through the presentation of multiple opinions and points of view; and
provided information related to legal and policy measures. The news reports focused on the issues of
women and marginalized groups such as Badi community, families of laborers, street laborers, and
beggars. For example, one journalist reported about harassment faced by a woman at a quarantine site in
Baitadi. Other challenges related to the lack of proper sanitation facilities and safety measures in
quarantine sites were also included in the news. Most of the news reports were published on national
online media such as Nagarik daily, Annapurna Post, and Rajdhani daily. The journalists trained in
‘investigative journalism’ and ‘advocacy, monitoring and oversight’ techniques under CS:MAP, are
continually mentored by Equal Access International.
Digital Engagement Crucial during COVID-19
CS:MAP’s flagship radio series Sajha Boli has had a crucial role in informing, educating and
inspiring audiences, primarily youth, towards addressing COVID-19. Episodes produced centrally
and sub-nationally dealt with the importance, current condition, and room for improvement of
quarantine facilities; policies, programs, and budget priorities for fiscal year 2020-21 with a COVID19 focus; and the role of citizens, civil society, and media during this unprecedented crisis.
The episodes included voices of citizens, health experts, government authorities, elected
representatives, and people staying in, or those who had just completed their stay in quarantine in the
Banke, Dang, Rasuwa, Dailekh and Kapilvastu districts. While Province 5 minister for social
development highlighted the government’s preparation and efforts, CSOs and journalists of Sindhuli
highlighted the role of media and civil society. They discussed resource and management challenges
faced by local representatives, possible options for reform, and government plans for incorporating
the COVID-19 response in the 2020-21 budget.
CS:MAP produced weekly public service announcements (PSAs) to raise awareness on the COVID-

19 infection and relief distribution, address stigma against infected individuals and families, prevent
propagation or consumption of misinformation, and highlight role of citizens during crises. The PSAs
were produced and broadcast in 10 different local languages to ensure wide reach.
The Mero Palika, Mero Chaso campaign was initiated with the aim of calling youth to support
government response to COVID-19 in their localities. Cross-promoted by Sajha Boli, the Ma
Khaandina Facebook page that promotes the campaign, has seen an appreciable surge in interactivity,
with comments, feedback, and videos being shared. The videos constitute testimonies of how young
people have adopted creative ways to support government efforts, while adopting safety measures and
remaining safe. Over the past 28 days, there have been 550 page views and 200 likes, with 28,056
audience being reached, and 8,389 engagements.
There was significant reporting on MeroReport by Community Reporters, trained journalists, CSO
representatives, and Community Action Researchers, with articles on importance of distant education
and ongoing preparations at the local level; the condition of people in quarantine; and the special needs
of women and persons with disabilities during this crisis.
CS:MAP Convenes Virtual Biannual Summit and Review and Reflection
Civil Society: Mutual Accountability Project
(CS:MAP), a United States Agency for
International Development (USAID)supported project implemented by FHI 360
in partnership with Equal Access
International (EAI) and International Center
for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL), convened a
two-day Biannual Summit and Review and
Reflection from May 20-21, 2020. It was
organized over the virtual platform as inperson meeting could not be conducted
owing to the escalation of the COVID-19
pandemic. More than 100 people comprising
project leads of CS:MAP grantees, district
coordinators of 34 working districts of CS:MAP,
representatives from USAID, EAI, FHI 360 and
national-level civil society and media coalitions
participated in it.
The main objectives of the Summit were to:
Expand horizontal and vertical coordination and
collaboration between provincial and local actors
working on policy reform for enabling
environment and public service oversight and
advocacy on public interest issues; Share with,
reflect on and learn from each other on enabling
legal, policy and human rights environment,
advocacy on public interest issues, use of social
accountability tools for public service oversight
and advocacy initiatives, and capacity building for
institutional governance; Foster sharing, reflection
and learning among partners on CS:MAP
objectives in relation to anticipated results at
broader level to enable us to identify and

document success stories/cases from sustainability
and exit strategy perspectives.
The Summit and Review and Reflection
deliberated on programs through presentations,
two panels on the Role of Civil Society and
Media in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
and the Role of Local Governments and Their
(needed) Capacity in Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) with Reference to the COVID-19, group
presentations and parallel sessions. All
presentations contained Major Achievements,
Challenges, Lessons Learned and Way Forward.
The sessions were divided into Enabling
Environment for Civil Society and Media;
Reviews of Advocacy Initiatives and Efforts,
Civic Oversight, Governance and Social
Accountability Tools, Capacity Building and
Institutional Governance, and Human Rights
Environment.

Civil Society and Media Engagement with Government for Effective Public Resource Use
and Service Delivery
GGB Improves Community Schools in Gulmi District
Integrated Rural Development Society (IRDS)
implemented the Good Governance Barometer
(GGB), a social accountability tool, in two
community schools of Gulmi district, namely
Maindanda Secondary School, located in
Hardineta of Chhatrakot gaunpalika and
Kabrepokhari Secondary School of Jhubung of
Gulmidurbar gaunpalika. GGB aims at
improving five key dimensions of governance
such as effectiveness, rule of law, participation,
accountability and equity. In these two schools,
GGB has promoted collaboration and
engagement of school management committee
(SMC), teachers, parents and students to
formulate action plan to accomplish set goals.
Things have been much different in Maindanda
Secondary School just in a year. Accountability
of teachers has increased leading to an improved
teaching and learning environment. Teachers
now enter classrooms with daily lesson plans.
Classrooms of kindergarten level have been
redecorated and information disclosed regularly
through notice board, regularized mid-day meal
to students and availability of sanitary pads
menstruating students are some of the
improvements.
Likewise, students who arrive schools after 10
o’clock are not allowed to enter, regular meetings
between teachers, parents and school
administration have been initiated. Students are
being distributed scholarships on time, book
corners are set up at secondary level classes and
SMC meet more frequently than in the past.
“We have done many new things in our school
because of GGB,” said Amrita Thapa, Head
Teacher. To encourage girl students to attend
classes during periods, the school provides
sanitary pads free of cost and a female teacher

has been assigned for it. The school has formed
a grievance handling committee to deal with
students’ grievance and information.

Similarly, many aspects of governance have
been improved in Kabrepokhari Secondary
School. The school has set up a books corner in
each class, improved drinking water supply with
funding from gaunpalika, initiated distributing
sanitary pads to menstruating students, posted
complaint redressal mechanism and designated
nodal officer to handle grievances. Age-wise
seating arrangements have been made and
classrooms redecorated with pictures and photos
for students of pre-primary levels. SMC met 21
times last year to discuss GGB action plan
which is an indication of mutual accountability
allowing parents, teachers and SMC to sit
together and discuss ways to improve different
aspects of the school. “We had to meet several
times to discuss the agenda in SMC meeting and
fulfil what we had agreed in the GGB action
plan,” said Gyan Bahadur Khadka, SMC chair of
the school. “We now feel more accountable and
responsive towards improving this school,” he
added.

CSOs Emphasize on OGP Dialogue and Practices
Freedom Forum organized a web-based dialogue among the members of Open Government Partnership
(OGP) Steering Committee and its prime stakeholders on May 29, 2020. The main objective of the
discussion was to prioritize further strategy and way forward on OGP during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Most of the participants stressed on the need for openness
during crisis. So, the issues of OGP are not only the issue
of CSO's but also that of the government. Public
procurement as a major function of government should be
transparent and competitive. But that has not been the
case. The process of purchasing medical equipment, safety
measures and relief materials have not been transparent.
Similarly, proactive and timely disclosure of public
information, mainly health-related information is still
lacking at all levels of government. A huge amount of
budget is being spent in tackling the COVID-19 crisis. Participants emphasized that CSOs and media
should join hands in this crisis to ensure open governance during this pandemic although the
government has not endorsed the co-creation role of CSOs as per the OGP principle.
Open response and open recovery should be the core principles of tackling the COVID-19. So, cocreation role of CSOs should be explored via stakeholder dialogue, engagement and thematic
discussion on the core issues of OGP such as access to information, open contracting, open budget,
open parliament, open recovery, citizen engagement and financial disclosure. The event was attended
by 10 participants including two females.
Budget Assessment Report Shared with CS:MAP Partners
CS:MAP shared budget assessment report with
CSOs. The report of 10 local governments
prepared from Gender Equality and Social
Inclusion (GESI) perspective highlighted that
local governments seem to allocate direct budget
to targeted people however it is minimal and
there is a lack of clear outline on its
implementation. Budget allocated at the Ward
level is inconsistent. They are either equally
distributed or lack scientific justification for
variation in budget.

During the virtual sharing, the Advocacy Advisor
of CS:MAP highlighted that local governments
are generating less than five per cent internal
revenue of the total budget in fiscal year 201920. Duduwa gaunpalika of Banke seems
exceptional with more than 50% revenue
collection. However, the revenue is not found
distributed inclusively according to guideline. It
was found that in most cases, local governments

planned a program based on assumption. There is
a lack of formal assessment before planning.
Local governments’ policies mostly speak of
using local resources and skills, but such
programs are hard to find.

During discussion, participants pointed out an
urgent need of program implementation
procedure at the local level. Similarly, the need
to formulate plan and budget based on a
feasibility study, estimation of revenue, priority,
implementation table and monitoring and
evaluation plan is apparent. The existing
disparities and similarities of budget at Ward
level show Palika has not yet integrated such
policy provision. The internal revenue was also
found very low in most of the Palikas. This
shows the local governments need to make a
strategic plan to make it sustainable.
In most of the cases, targeted group are involved
in the informal occupation, so it needs to be
recognized and formalized. There is a need for
advocacy, so that, the traditional occupation can
be formalized and will start generating income.
The constitution of Nepal ensures special
provision for a target group. However,
assessment report revealed that very few of them
know about such provisions. So, there is a need
for a strategic plan to aware the group about the
existing provisions, make them participate in the

policy formulation process, budget preparation

process and empower them to seek benefit from
public service. Local people were found relatively
informed about the planning process. However,
information was disseminated on a personal basis.
So, advocacy, on behalf of targeted people, is
required to exercise their right to information. The
discussion held on May 27, 2020 was participated
in by 12 representatives from Samudayik Sarathi,
SOCH Nepal, Sundar Nepal Sanstha, IHRC,
Sanjeevani Nepal, CDC, Human Rights Protection
and Legal Services-Nepal, Development Exchange
Center Nepal and RWDC.

Capacity Building of CSOs and Media
Training in and Consultation on Local-Level Planning Process Organized
INSEC organized two capacity building events on the virtual platform on May 15 and 26, 2020 with an
objective of enhancing the capacity of local community leaders and CSOs on local-level planning
process, and to provide a platform for engagement with the elected representatives and local-level
officials. The session on local-level planning process helped the CSOs to understand how issues are
identified at settlement and Ward levels, how the plans are selected and how can issues and concerns of
the marginalized communities including the women, Dalits and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
intersex, queer, asexual can be pursued in this process.
After presentation participants gave their feedback, inputs and suggestions to ensure that the planning
process is inclusive and human rights friendly. The participants suggested to make the local
development plan contributory to the Sustainable Development Goals. Likewise, the participants also
shared their concerns and demands relating to specific groups. The local government representatives
assured of making necessary effort to address the concerns raised in the upcoming planning process.
Similar 19 capacity building events were organized in all five CS:MAP-HRS Palikas in the previous
months for an inclusive and human rights-friendly planning process. Representatives of Birendranagar
Municipality, Surkhet also took part in the events, participated by 26 attendees including 13
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