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*CS:MAP Working Areas:
USAID’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) Districts: Kapilvastu, Palpa, Arghakanchi, Gulmi, Dang,
Salyan, Pyuthan, Rukum, Rolpa, Banke, Bardiya, Surkhet, Dailekh, Jajarkot, Kailali, Doti, Achham, Kanchanpur, Dadeldhura, and Baitadi
Earthquake-affected Districts: Okhaldhunga, Ramechhap, Dolakha, Sindhuli, Sindhupalchowk, Kavrepalanchowk, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Nuwakot, Rasuwa, Dhading, Gorkha, and Makwanpur
Local Governments: Amargadhi, Badhaiyatal, Banfikot, Bannigadhi Jaygadh, Barhabise, Bheri, Bheriganga, Bhotekoshi, Bijaynagar,
Birendranagar, Budhanilkantha, Changunarayan, Chhatradev, Chhatreshwari, Chhedagad, Chisankhugadhi, Dashrath Chand, Dipayal
Silgadhi, Duduwa, Fikkal, Gauriganga, Ghorahi, Godawari, Golanjor, Gorkha, Gulmidarbar, Guransh, Isma, Kageshori Manohara,
Kalika, Kapurkot, Khadadevi, KI Singh, Konjyosom, Krishnapur, Lekbesi, Likhu, Likhu Tamakoshi, Manahari, Megyang, Molung, Narayan,
Naubaini, Neelkantha, Panauti, Roshi, Sandhikharka, Sanfebagar, Shahid Lakhan, Shailung, Saruma Rani, Siddhalek, Suryabinayak,
Tamakoshi, Tinau, Tribeni, Triveni and Uttargaya

Role of youth in response to COVID-19
From May 1 2020, the SMS My Voice (SMV) campaign, a youth-targeted media and ICT
campaign, focused on youth initiatives in response to COVID-19 at local levels.The campaign
invites youth to share information and stories about various efforts led by or participated
by youth in their local levels. The campaign is promoted through the Sajha Boli and Saathi
Sanga Maanka Kura (SSMK) radio programs and social media pages. As of May 13, sixty calls
were received via the Interactive Voice Response (IVR) system and at least 50% of them have
narrated how youth in their community have remained active in response to COVID-19.
In one of the video messages received in the MaKhaandina Facebook page, a youth from
Purnabas municipality in Kanchanpur shared information about his initiation in leading a
youth group to conduct various activities like oversight of security measures at the NepalIndia border, relief distribution and awareness promotion (Video link: https://bit.ly/2Th99H9 ). Likewise, members of Baitadi
Listening, Discussion and Action Group (LDAG) in Dasharath Chand Municipality-1, promoted awareness messages
through pamphlets and a public service announcement (PSA). The LDAG members distributed the pamphlets in their
community maintaining social distancing and following safety protocol. The PSA is being broadcast by Radio Baitadi. The
LDAG initiated these activities through their own costs.
A SSMK radio program was broadcast on May 9, 2020 which highlighted various efforts led
by youth in collaboration with local levels in raising awareness about COVID-19 and relief
distribution. The radio program team also organized a live discussion program through its social
media page on May 11, 2020 where they discussed the youth initiatives with their audiences. As of
May 13, 2020, the live sessions have been viewed at least 5,000 times, and has received over 300
likes and 110 comments.
The Sajha Boli radio station partners also produced local versions of the radio program from May
10 onwards, and they were broadcast by 39 partner radio stations.The issues covered included the
importance of staying in quarantine for abroad returnees, ongoing local level efforts to prevent
the spread of COVID-19, and relief distribution.The radio partners also disseminated the PSAs that promoted awareness
to address stigma against abroad returnees. A central version of the PSA produced by Sajha Boli team also focused on
the same issue. The PSAs have received positive feedback from the listeners, many of them confirming that the message
was clear and relevant for their communities.
Tracking the impacts of distance/online learning
The MeroReport platform has been reporting about various efforts by media partners in response to
COVID-19. One of the major activities was about Sajha Boli radio partners initiating distance learning
via online classes delivered through television and the internet. Community Reporters (CRs) of the
Sajha Boli radio program reached out to the students, teachers, and parents to discuss about their
opinion on the effectiveness of such programs, and have published at least seven blogposts highlighting
the findings on MeroReport. One major finding is that the distance and online classes have helped to
keep a majority of the students engaged in their studies despite challenges in ensuring access to the
radio, television or the internet for all students.. The CRs have suggested that the local levels should come up with plans
for students who do not have such access.
The MeroReport platform received 50 blogposts from May 1-7, with a majority of them dwelling on COVID-19 response
and impact. At least 29 of them were on health issues, highlighting the status of COVID-19 tests and quarantine facilities.
The platform was visited 1,593 times by users who spent around 2 minutes per visit on an average.
Trained journalists continue to report on COVID-19 situation and impact
The CS:MAP trained journalists have continued reporting about the COVID-19 situation and
responses, and published 18 articles from May 4-11 in various national and sub-national media
outlets. The journalists were provided mentoring support by Equal Access International, and
were trained on ‘investigative journalism’ and ‘advocacy, monitoring and oversight’ techniques.
Some of the significant issues covered in this period included the monitoring of the relief
distribution, monitoring of the district borders of the Kathmandu valley, and the status of
quarantine sites.The journalists have also written about insecurities faced by migrant returnees
due to loss of jobs abroad as well as on uncertainties of livelihood options back in Nepal.

Joint Monitoring: A Civil Society Initiative
On May 10, 2020, civil society representatives and human rights activists
jointly monitored the human rights situation of the Banke district jail and
juvenile correction home in Duduwa, amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.
The monitoring took place with the coordination of Information and
Human Rights Research Center (IHRC). The monitoring team met with
Ajay Kumar Shreewastav, the chairperson of Banke District Coordination
Committee and Kumar Bahadur Khadka, Chief District Officer of Banke,
and debriefed them about the situation observed during the monitoring.

IHRC Coordinates Medical Kits Distribution
On May 11, 2020, Information and Human Rights Research Center (IHRC) with the support of Golden
Age Online, handed over medical kits (mask, sanitizers, and gloves) to the Banke District Court, Nepalgunj
Bench of Tulsipur High Court, and the Bar Association. IHRC also handed over medical kits to human rights
activists in Nepalgunj, to ensure their safety against COVID-19 infection.

Masjid (Mosque) Playing COVID-19 Jingle before Azaan (Call to Prayers)
On May 6, 2020, Media for Development and Social Change (FMDC) organized a virtual meeting with CSOs, elected
representatives, and local religious leaders and discussed COVID-19 crisis and preparedness. The meeting discussed the role of
religious leaders in raising awareness in the community and to encourage the public to access testing facilities available in the
district and provincial hospitals in Dhangadhi.
FMDC coordinated with the mayor of Dhangadhi – Nirpa Bahadur Odd, spokesperson of Dhangadhi
– Santosh Mudbhari, chair of Nepali Noori Jama Masjid – Haji Mohammad Imaal Qureshi and a
Madrasa teacher – Pappu Ansari. During the meeting, Mohammad Imaal Qureshi ensured others
that the muslim community would adhere to lockdown measures and maintain safe distance while
conducting social and religious activities. He committed to play a COVID-19 jingle along with the
Mosque’s call to prayer (Azaan) and also encourage Muslim people to pray from home to minimize
possible transmission.The Mosque has continually been airing the COVID-19 jingle before Azaan from
May 7, 2020 onwards. During the meeting, mayor Nripa Odd assured that relief packages would be distributed among the poor
and marginalized communities in Dhangadhi.

Stakeholders Discuss Returnee Issues
FMDC convened a virtual meeting with the Sudur Paschim province’s minister for economic affairs
and planning – Jhapat Bohara, to discuss the management of returnees from India and other
countries. Other attendees including president of Nepal-India Coordination Committee, Bharat
Rawal, social activist Prakash Madai, Paban Bogati, and RTI activist Prem Dhungana also discussed
the issues in the meeting held on May 7, 2020.
Minister Bohara shared his priorities for upcoming planning of province focused on youth employment and ensured the
engagement of returnees in productive areas like agriculture. He committed to developing policies and programs for youth and
returnees and emphasized on the need for data of returnees in coordination with the local governments.

Civil Society Leaders Discuss the Local Level Planning Process
HURADEC Nepal, Dolakha discussed effective implementation of local government’s budget
and plan formulation process with civil society leaders on May 10, 2020. During the virtual
discussion, seven civil society champions agreed to take the initiation to make the planning process
participatory and transparent in coordination with the media. Besides, HURADEC Nepal has
started to disseminate information to the public on the seven-step local level planning process
through social media and other means of communication.
Similarly, Rural Women Development Center (RWDC) also conducted a virtual meeting with the HEAD coalition members on
May 12, 2020 in Dang to discuss CSOs role during the pandemic and their contribution for an effective local planning process
at the local levels. The coalition members informed that they have been financially assisting the local government for the
identification of returnees, proper quarantine management, essential health commodities and relief-package distribution. It was
also briefed that some of CSOs in Dang have been providing essential health services such as vaccinations, health check-ups
and emergency services. During the virtual discussion, it was agreed that, the district coalition, in lead of RWDC, will prepare
a report and submit suggestions to the local government for an effective and citizen-led local planning process.

Civil Society Networks Urge Local Governments to Increase COVID-19 Tests
The Ramechhap district health, education, agriculture and disaster risk reduction (HEAD) network
has requested local governments to increase the rate of corona testing in the district. During
a virtual meeting conducted on May 8, 2020 in Manthali, the network requested for the relief
distribution to be made transparent, for price control of essentials, and for prevention of artificial
scarcity during the crisis.

CS:MAP District Coordinator Convened Radio Dialogue with Elected Leader
The CS:MAP Ramechhap district coordinator Nawaraj Pathik convened a radio dialogue with
Khandadevi gaunpalika chairperson Pram Bahadur Tamang on May 5, 2020. where they discussed the
COVID-19 crisis, local government’s response, and the budget formulation process.

Human Rights Situation Discussed
The Human Rights Situation Monitoring Committee in Sindhuli district organized a meeting
with the Chief District Officer (CDO) Yogendra Prasad Pandey on May 8, 2020, where they
discussed the COVID-19 crisis, the government’s preparedness, and human rights situation in
the district. During the meeting, the committee coordinator, Hom Bahadur Karki also requested
the CDO for necessary support to conduct such monitoring in the district.

A Civil Society Champion Supports Journalists in Nuwakot
A civil society champion, Shiva Devkota, coordinated the distribution of 40 press jackets to active journalists
in Nuwakot. It is expected that these jackets will make the journalists stand out in the communities and
ease information collection for COVID-19 reporting.

LDAG Initiation for Advancing Local Solutions
In Siddhicharan municipality 9, the maintenance of a drainage pipe in the market
area cut off water supply to 190 households. This had adversely impacted the daily
lives of the locals for the past week. As personal hygiene including handwashing is key to preventing
COVID-19, the CS:MAP Jyamire listening discussion and action group (LDAG) conducted an emergency
meeting on May 06 2020 for an immediate solution and submitted a memorandum to the Ward chair
Dan Bahadur Baniya. The Ward chair lived up to his commitment to restart the water supply as soon
as possible by resolving the crisis within a week. The LDAG facilitator Laxmi Baniya expressed her
happiness at their initiation to pressurize the concerned authority to advance local solutions. The LDAG
has continually been active in putting pressure on public service providers to make them accountable
and advance local solutions.

Local Governments Seek to Restart the Economy in Nuwakot and Rasuwa
The local governments in Nuwakot and Rasuwa districts have encouraged the locals
to engage in agriculture and increase productivity of the barren lands. Also, they have
committed to prioritize agriculture in the upcoming budget. Similarly, the Nuwakot
Chamber of Commerce and Industry has facilitated to ease the transport of food and
construction items. This week, 10 vehicles carrying essential items have entered Nuwakot
so far. With this, the Chamber has also committed to deliver food items at the doorsteps
of any families at risk of hunger.
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