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Civil Society and Media Coalitions Collaborate to Improve
Provisions in IT Bill

It is my immense
pleasure in bringing to
you yet another issue of
the Civil Society: Mutual
Accountability Project
(CS:MAP) monthly
newsletter. I sincerely
hope that this 28th issue
will help us reflect upon
activities and
achievements from the
month of January 2020,
share with and learn from
one another, cherish the
collective results that we
have achieved this far,
and aspire to do more
towards advancing the
Nepali public interest. As
with the earlier issues, we
anticipate that you will
enjoy going through this
edition, and provide
feedback on making
future editions even more
interesting and fruitful.
Happy reading! 

Sajana Maharjan
Acting Chief of Party,
CS:MAP, FHI 360 Nepal

Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ), NGO Federation of Nepal
(NFN) and Nepal Bar Association (NBA) jointly organized a dialogue
on proposed Information Technology (IT) Bill on January 22, 2020 at
NBA’s office. The purpose was to make common position on the bill
NBA
and agree on advocacy strategies with recommendations for
improvement.

The federal government registered the IT Bill prepared by the Ministry
of Communication and Information Technology, in the parliament.
Certain pprovisions in the bill have led to concerns about freedom of
expression especially regarding the use of social media and operating
online platforms. Civil Society: Mutual Accountability Project
(CS:MAP) partners, including FNJ and Freedom Forum organized
several meetings and advocated and lobbied with parliamentarians to
improve such provisions in the bill. The bill was sent back to the
parliamentary committee for further discussion because of the
advocacy.
The committee formed a sub
sub-committee to consult with the
stakeholders and to address those concerns. Based on those
consultations, the sub
sub-committee prepared a report and sent to the
parliament with 36 recommendations. However, the major concerns
related to encroachment of individual privacy, and huge penalty
proposed for offences of not much gravity, were not changed.
Participants appreciated the joint advocacy of FNJ, NFN and NBA and
said there was a need for further collaboration with other likeminded
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organizations to improve the existing provisions that curtail the freedom of expression and limit
the people's right to information. More than 100 civil society and media leaders including central
committee members of the organizers, representatives of civil society and media coalitions,
lawyers and academics participated in the event.
CSOSI-2018 Report Launched and Civil Society Accreditation Initiated in Nepal
Civil Society Organization Sustainability Index (CSOSI) 2018 Asia Report was launched in
Nepal on January 29, 2020 in the presence of Women, Children and Senior Citizen Minister
Parbat Gurung, senior government officials, representatives of constitutional commissions,
media and civil society. CSOSI has been used globally since 1997 to assess the sustainability of
the CSO sector. By using standard indicators and collecting data each year, the CSOSI enables
stakeholders to track developments and identify trends in the CSO sector over time while
allowing for cross-country and cross-region comparison.

The CSOSI-2018 shows Nepal’s improved status at the 4th rank, leaving behind five countries on
overall ratings but lacks in public image being placed at the 7th rank. The core elements of the
public image were development and implementation of sectoral internal governance and selfregulation standards.
Considering the need, civil society leaders and activists signed an agreement to affiliate with the
CSO’s accreditation process and form an independent body to regulate it. Prior to this, CSOs had
formed a five-member committee to explore and suggest civil society accreditation modality as a
self-regulation mechanism.
On behalf of the committee, Kedar Khadka, Executive Director of GoGo Foundation, presented
the importance of accreditation process, CSOs’ credibility, CSOs accreditation indicators and
guidelines and the benefit of accreditation to CSOs. Prominent civil society leaders and experts
spoke on the accreditation indicators, CSOs’ sustainability, CSOs and government’s relation,
civil society-related laws and importance of the rule of law. Chief guest, minister Gurung also
pledged to facilitate and promote the image of CSOs through policy.
Consultation to Include Dalit Issues in Upcoming National Census Held
CS:MAP-Human Rights Strengthening (CS:MAP-HRS) partner Dalit NGO Federation (DNF)
organized a consultation-cum-interaction with the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) on January
16, 2020. The objective was to incorporate issues related to Dalit community in the upcoming
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national population and housing census slated for 2021, to sensitize stakeholders on the issues
and to recommend CBS ways to ensure participation of community in the process.
Dhundi Raj Lamichhane, Executive
Director of CBS, made a
presentation on current status of
preparation and plan of action
regarding the census and DNF made
a presentation on the issues of
Dalits and proposed actions.
Representatives of Dalit
organizations, human rights
organizations, human rights
activists and CSOs provided inputs
on ways to consider Dalit issues
during the census.
One of the major issues discussed
was to ensure collection of real data relating to the population of Dalits in the country, as the
community claims it to be 20 percent, whereas the National Census Report 2011 of CBS puts it
at 13.8 percent. Chief guest Jagat Bishwokarma, Minister for Youth and Sports, assured
government support to address the issues of Dalits in the national census and also called CSOs to
collaborate with CBS to ensure effective census process.
CBS was willing to collaborate with DNF to encourage involvement of member organizations in
the census. Similarly, CBS pledged to publish population monograph of each population cluster
as mentioned in Article 42 of the constitution of Nepal which ensures a separate monograph on
Dalits. Recommendation made by the stakeholders to include Dalits while selecting staff
(supervisors 9,000 and enumerator 13,000) for the census was also taken positively. A total of 70
(female 15) people representing government agencies, I/NGOs, political parties and their sister
organizations and media took part in the event.
Women Act and Blue Diamond Society Demand Justice to LGBTI Community
CS:MAP-HRS partners Women Act and Blue Diamond Society (BDS) organized a press meet to
draw media attention to gross human rights violation of and denial of justice to sexual and
gender minority and intersex community. Pinky Gurung, President of Blue Diamond Society,
raised serious concerns over human rights violations, discriminations and injustices against
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) community in both private and public
realms. She said despite the constitutional guarantee of rights to identity, equality and social
justice, laws and policies continue to be discriminatory and create hurdles for LGBTI community
in exercising their rights.
"Human rights granted to us have not been more than a mere mirror reflection. LGBTI
community is still deprived of social, cultural, economic, political and civil rights and continues
to remain undocumented and hence denied of public resources and services," she added.
Regarding citizenship issue, she said their battle was not only for right to identity but also for
many other rights related to identity. Right to identity cannot be ensured fully unless rights to
marriage, child adoption, parental property, education, health, employment and reservations are
guaranteed, emphasized.
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Recalling the incidences of murder of transgender people, she said, it has spread fear among the
LGBTI community. Expressing dismay over lack of support from women’s rights and human
rights activists, she stressed on the need for change among broader society to easily accept the
LGBTI community, ; for the community to be further empowered; for human rights activists to
be sensitized; and for the state to implement laws effectively. She emphasized the crucial role of
the media for addressing these important needs.
Meanwhile, a delegation of Women Act and
BDS representatives along with other LGBTI
rights activists met with Usha Jha, Member,
National Planning Commission (NPC) on
January 24, 2020 to demand for inclusion of
Sexual and Gender Minority and Intersex
community in the upcoming national
census.
In view of the risk of significant under-count
of LGBTI population, the delegation stressed
on the need to ensure LGBTI-friendly
preparatory process i.e. orientation for census
enumerators on LGBTI issues, appointing LGBTI representatives as enumerators, or allowing to
accompany enumerators during the census, developing IEC materials of NPC with focus on
LGBTI community, and paying attention to geographical concentration of the LGBTI
community in the planning process, among others.
The LGBTI activists and representatives said, “If we are not counted, we don’t count”, for data
determines distribution of public resources, services and opportunities and ensuring rights. They
said if the upcoming census left them, they would be left behind for another 10 years. Jha
assured of conveying the issues to the census committee and pledged to ensure inclusion.
Public Interest Reporting Makes Local Government More Accountable
Participant journalists spoke about their fear and impediments of Public Interest Reporting (PIR)
and strategies in a two-day workshop on 'Public
Interest Reporting' held on January 13-14, 2020
in Bhaktapur. Freedom Forum organized this
event.
Sanjeeb Ghimire, Project Manager of Freedom
Forum, highlighted the major objectives of the
workshop on PIR. The workshop also aimed at
developing information-sharing culture and
facilitating joint effort among participants.
The participants analyzed the impact of previous
reporting on reconstruction and rehabilitation.
The reporting which depicted the reality of
earthquake-affected people helped the
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government agencies to plan their program accordingly and the affected people to get proper
services on time. The PIR stories revealed the malpractice and corruption at local level.
The workshop identified issues of PIR like local budget and expenses, health service and
community school performance, excessive exploitation of local natural resources, performance
of local representatives, performance and accountability of judicial committee, effectiveness of
agricultural program and fund, audit and accountability measure of local government, among
others.
Tara Nath Dahal, Chief Executive of Freedom Forum, spoke on the impact of PIR reporting
whereas mentor and facilitator Dharmendra Jha stressed on broadening the understanding on PIR
at the grassroots level reporting. A total of 16 journalists including three females participated in
the workshop.
Civil Society and Media Engagement with Government for Effective Public Resource Use
and Service Delivery
Awareness Programs to End Chhaupadi in KI Singh gaunpalika Organized
Media for Development and Social Change (FMDC) has been advocating to end Chhaupadi, a
menstrual taboo which prohibits Hindu women and girls from participating in normal family
activities while menstruating as they are considered impure, in KI Singh gaunpalika of Doti
district. Girls of Bhuwaneshwori Secondary School of KI Singh gaunpalika, abstain from
attending schools for three days during their menstruation due to the pressure from their parents.
There is a widespread misconception in the western part of Nepal particularly among the highcaste Hindu that bars menstruating girls and women from performing worship, entering the
temple, kitchen and many other such places considered sacred during their period.
Girls and women in their period are
not allowed to pass by a temple if it
happens to be on the way to school.
Hence, the menstruating girls do
not attend school at least for the
first three days of their
menstruation.
FMDC has been facilitating to
create an environment so that
schoolgirls can continue going to
school during their mensuration.
This has badly affected their
performance in the class and
learning achievement besides the
stigma attached to them. For this,
FMDC coordinated with the gaunpalika, Ward, Common Assembly, media and school
management committee (SMC) of the school to take a joint action and organized a meeting on
January 12, 2020.
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The meeting decided to carry out awareness programs, household visit, consultation meeting
with parents and to follow up on the action made in the meeting. Besides, FMDC also carried out
a study to find out the possible reasons behind the malpractice of Chhaupadi. The study found
out three main reasons behind the absenteeism of adolescent girl children.
First, it was their parents who did not allow them to go to school during menstruation. Second,
the perceived fear of coming into contact with holy sites like temple on the way to school. And,
third, lack of proper washroom and disposal of sanitary pad in school. There are 96 students from
grade 6 to 10 and among them 47 are girls out of them 25 experience the menstrual cycle.
As part of raising awareness on the superstitious belief, which has been stigmatizing the
menstruating girlchildren and women and prohibiting girls during their period from attending
school which has resulted in their poor performance often leading to class repeat and drop out,
FMDC in coordination with Nepal Police staged a drama against Chhaupadi in Bhuwaneshwori
Secondary School. Tek Narayan Paudel, Chief District Officer of Doti pledged to support the
campaign against Chhaupadi.
Application of Community Score Card Improves Service Delivery
Development Exchange Center Nepal (DEC Nepal) had used Community Score Card (CSC) last
September in Dhading and Makawanpur districts and organized a follow-up meeting to see the
progress/changes made after the completion of CSC. In Dhading, a follow-up meeting was
conducted in Muralibhanjyang Health Post of Neelkhantha Municipality-9 on January 14, 2020
and in Makawanpur, at Pashupati Nath Secondary
School of Manahari gaunpalika-4 on January 24, 2020.

The findings of the follow up meeting of both places
are as follows: Muralibhanjyang Health Post fulfilled 7
commitments out of 10 as it developed a good waste
disposal system within the periphery of the health post;
conducted public hearing; managed drinking water and
an ambulance service, among others. It also prepared
plan for the improvement of health facilities; proper
management of training hall; and e-attendance for staff.
Similarly, in Makawanpur, Pashupati Nath Secondary School fulfilled 9 commitments out of 18.
The major improvements are regular cleaning of classes and school ground; purchase and repair
of computers; implementation of code of conduct; and management of complaint box and notice
board.

The school also made plan for additional improvements
like management for drinking water and additional
infrastructure for teaching-learning purpose.
CSC is one of the tools for making service delivery
effective, thereby supporting to ensure good governance.
Ward chairperson, health post staff, representatives of
SMC, parents-teachers association, students, and
community people participated in the program.
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Likewise, Institute of Human Rights Communication
Nepal (IHRICON) conducted a five-phase CSC at
Siddhipur Health Post, Mahalaxmi Municipality-6,
Lalitpur in December 2019. The health post had few
rooms dedicated to operation and limited services were
provided; surrounding was dirty with no proper waste
management; citizen charter was in a bad condition.
Different issues including polite behavior, respect for
patient’s privacy, cleanliness, adequate supply of drugs
and medical equipment, availability of emergency service, adequate and trained staff, were
included in the CSC. After the CSC test, the torn citizen charter board has been totally repaired;
the surrounding area is clean with a proper waste management system; 35 types of medicine are
distributed free to patients; ambulance service has been introduced with two vehicles on standby;
and very soon there will be a birthing center, among others.
CSOs Initiate Developing Internal Governance and Self-regulation Standard
Rural Women Development Center (RWDC) conducted a district-level interaction on CSO
internal governance self-regulation standard on January 31, 2020 in Dang district. The
interaction focused on promoting good governance in CSOs and making public service delivery
effective, and rendering themselves accountable and transparent.
CSO representatives decided to implement minimum standards for CSOs' internal good
governance and self-regulation guideline in the district. They also formed a committee
comprising representatives of NFN and civil society champions to finalize the guideline. CSOs'
representatives committed to change system for improving internal good governance and to build
public trust and engage with the government. In addition, they have pledged to prepare and
announce CSOs' minimum standards within a month.
Ghorahi Sub-metropolis and the representative of District Administrative Office (DAO) pledged
to support for preparing
guideline and creating vibrant
civil society. Sita Sigdel
Neupane, Acting Mayor of the
Sub-metropolis, said, "It is a
good initiation of CSOs to
sustain the governance system."
She added that the Submetropolis had also prepared
governance policy with the
technical support of RWDC.
A concept paper was presented
by civil society champion on minimum standards for CSOs' internal good governance and selfregulation. Chaired by Chandra Raj Pant, a civil society champion, a total of 52 (female 18)
people participated in the interaction including Deputy mayor and representatives of DAO, NFN
and CSOs of Dang.
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Sajha Sabha Draws the Attention of Service Providers
Community Development Center (CDC) Nepal conducted Sajha Sabha in Bidur Municipality,
Nuwakot in January 2020. The forum was chaired by Narayan
Prasad Nepal, Chairperson of CDC Nepal and Chief Guest was
Hira Nath Khatiwada, Member of Parliament of Bagmati Province
and special guest was Drona Pokhrel, Chief District Officer. The
agenda for Sajha Sabha were shared by CDC, which was collected
from coalition, Common Assembly (CA) and Sajhedari Manch
meetings.
Mainly in the Sabha, issues like
compensation for road extended,
land issue from Pipaltar to Dhunge, inappropriate distribution of
subsidy on agriculture sector, regular health checkup of students in
school, governance policy of local unit/palikas were discussed.
Responding to the issues, District Health Office representative said
that regular health checkup of students was on implementation
phase. Agriculture Knowledge Center representative committed for
equal distribution of subsidy and to strengthen monitoring and
evaluation mechanism for agriculture business.
Member of Parliament of Bagmati Province Hira Nath Khatiwada pledged to solve those
problems. A total of 80 people including government officials, Common Assembly (CA)
member, Ward chairs, beneficiary of working areas, representative of District Coordination
Committee, representative of local bodies, CSOs and media participated in the Sajha Sabha.
Gaunpalika Monitors Schools Using Oversight Checklist in Dhading
Siddhalek gaunpalika in Dhading monitored community schools using public service delivery
oversight checklist. CS:MAP had prepared the oversight indicators/checklists to monitor public
services in education, health, agriculture and disaster risk reduction and CSOs have been using
these checklists for monitoring.
Finding these checklist handy and appropriate, Siddhalek gaunpalika monitored Nalang Patle
Secondary School, Bagh Bachhala Secondary School, Kumpur Lower Secondary School and
Manakamana Lower Secondary School with the CS:MAP-developed checklist.
The Gaunpalika formed a committee headed by palika chair
Prem Nath Silwal with deputy chair Kamala Sharma including
other officials to monitor these community schools in the
district.
After the monitoring, the gaunpalika decided to improve
teaching-learning in English medium for which it allocated
additional budget to those schools. Teachers were asked to
prepare daily lesson plans, install electronic attendance
machines to record arrival and departure of teachers,
conducting parents-teachers meetings periodically, and punishing and rewarding teachers based
on their performance.
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CA Decision for Free Health Checkup Implemented
Vijaya Secondary School in Sandhikharka Municipality and Dibharna Health Post of
Arghakhanchi launched a free health check-up for students. This was the first of its kind in the
district. A CA meeting held on December 19, 2019 had
decided to organize a free health checkup for the students.
Dibharna Health Post, Vijaya Secondary School and
Integrated Rural Development Society (IRDS) jointly
organized the campaign on December 29, 2019. A total of
85 students benefited from the health services. Counseling
services and free medicines were also provided to the
students after the checkup. Dhruba Raj Acharya, Ward
Chair, said that he would request the health post to introduce this service
to all schools of the municipality.
Sangita Nepali, one of the students, said that she was so happy to have
her health checked at school that too free of cost. “It feels good to be
able to share our problems to the health post staff so that they could be
addressed,” Nepali said, adding, “such initiative should continue in the
days ahead.”
Capacity Building of CSOs and Media
Members of Violence Watch Group Trained in Basic Human Rights Concepts,
Principles
Information and Human Rights Research Center (IHRC), Human Rights Protection and Legal
Services (HRPLSC) and FMDC organized capacity building training to the members of Violence
Watch Group on January 10, 11, 12 at Duduwa gaunpalika, Banke; on January 11, 12, 13 at
Badhaiyataal gaunpalika, Bardiya; on January 25, 26 at Triveni gaunpalika, Rukum West, and
on January 26, 27 at Gauriganga Municipality, Kailali.
A total of 94 violence watch group members were trained in the basic concept of human rights,
human rights principles and standards, human rights protection mechanisms, general overview of
violence and its forms, and roles and responsibilities of violence watch group to mitigate
violence.
The resource person also oriented them to case registration, counselling and referral mechanisms
of violence that are registered in the local level. Since supporting the human rights violence
survivors and operating human rights clinic at the
municipalities are significant activities of the group for
which members of the violence watch group would be
mobilized.
IHRC conducted capacity building training to the
community members to engage them in planning
process on January 30 at Badhaiyataal gaunpalika,
Bardiya and on January 31, 2020 at Duduwa
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gaunpalika, Banke. A total of 63 community members
including 33 females participated in the training.
The event was important in terms of making the
community people understand and realize the significance
of participation of social activists, human rights defenders,
CSOs, women rights networks, youth networks, Dalits,
LGBTIQA and all the other concerned community people
in the planning process. They were oriented to the steps of
planning, planning process and significance of
participation from the initial phase of the planning. The participants said that the training was
useful for them to voice the concerns of the specific needs of different community groups and
ensure their participation in the upcoming planning process.
Local Leaders Oriented to Social Accountability Tools
Human Rights Awareness and Development Center (HURADEC) oriented civil society leaders
and other stakeholders to social accountability tools in
Shailung gaunpalika of Dolakha on January 20, 2020 to
aware citizens on governance mechanism and promote
transparency at the local governments.
Prior to the event, Bharat Dhungel, Ward Chair, had
requested HURADEC to orient citizens in his Ward to
social accountability tools with the objective of
promoting transparency in public service delivery.
Dhungel appreciated CS:MAP's support and pledged to
promote transparency in public service delivery and
other infrastructure development activities of his Ward.
The participants included elected leaders, government officials, teachers, health workers, local
clubs, forestry user groups, journalists and other civil society activists of Ward no. 4 of Shailung
gaunpalika. HURADEC oriented 70 participants including 40 females to public hearing, social
audit, citizen charter and other important social accountability tools.
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