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Words from the
Deputy Chief of Party
It is my pleasure to share
with you yet another issue
of the Civil Society: Mutual
Accountability Project
(CS:MAP) monthly
newsletter. I hope that this
33rd issue will help us
reflect upon activities
carried out and
achievements made in June
2020, share with and learn
from one another, cherish
the collective results that
we have achieved so far,
and aspire to do more
towards advancing the
Nepali public interest. As
with the previous issues, I
anticipate that you will
enjoy going through this
edition and provide
feedback on making future
editions even more
interesting and fruitful.
Happy reading!
Prem Raj Ojha
Deputy Chief of Party,
CS:MAP, FHI 360 Nepal

Issue 33

In the face of alarming spread of novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
across the country with increasing infection and rising death toll, civil
society organizations (CSOs) and media partners of Civil Society: Mutual
Accountability Project (CS:MAP) continued and scaled up their support to
the government to fight the disease. Additionally, CSOs also carried out
activities like improving the capacity of civil society and media for oversight
of public resource use and public service delivery through effective policy
advocacy and government engagement. This report highlights the activities
of CS:MAP partners across the project districts.
Strengthening Enabling Environment for Civil Society and Media
Organizations in Nepal
Civil Society Urges Government to Change Provisions in Two
Amendment Bills
GoGo Foundation organized a virtual dialogue on ‘Civil Society Concerns:
Government-Proposed Amendments to Two Bills - Corruption Prevention Act,
and Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) Act, 2019’,
on June 26, 2020. The objective was to sensitize stakeholders on provisions
within the proposed amendments to the two anti-corruption-related Bills, and to
raise civil society organizations’ (CSOs’) voice in reform. Kedar Khadka,
Executive Director of GoGo Foundation, highlighted how the two Bills have been
presented to the National Assembly without proper public consultation.
Tikaram
Bhattarai,
Senior
Advocate, presented a paper on
the two Amendment Bills,
highlighting debatable issues of
inclusion of the private sector and
CSOs under anti-graft agency’s
jurisdiction, and the redefinition
of public agencies. He urged civil
society leaders to advance their
efforts to hold meaningful public

dialogues on the proposed amendments. ‘There are a number of oversight agencies like the Nepal Rastra Bank,
Department of Money Laundering Investigation, and Department of Revenue Investigation, to investigate
irregularities in the private sector. Similarly, the District Administration Office, and the Social Welfare Council,
among others, investigate irregularities among CSOs. Hence, as a constitutional body, the CIAA does not need to
be involved in such administrative oversight function,’ he added. The federal and provincial governments should
fall within its jurisdiction to combat corruption effectively. This provision should be included in the Amendment
Bill, Bhattarai added.
Hari Bahadur Thapa, former Chief Editor of Annapurna Post daily, said the two Amendment Bills proposed without
proper consultation with stakeholders and tabled at the National Assembly, failed to reflect contextual requirements.
‘Inclusion of the private sector and CSOs within its jurisdiction by redefining them as public entities is ridiculous.
CIAA should focus on the corruption in high places rather than wasting time in investigating petty corruption or
service delivery-level corruption,’ Thapa said. Surya Nath Upadhyay, Former Chief Commissioner of CIAA,
pointed out the need for clearly defining public, private and non-governmental agencies, and that the private and
non-governmental agencies had their separate regulatory bodies. Moreover, the CIAA does not have the capacity
to regulate the numerous CSOs and private organizations, he added.
Professor Achyut Wagle asserted that political parties and successive governments have used the CIAA as a tool
for political interests and that this had ruined the credibility of the anti-graft body. He added that the proposed
amendments would further weaken it as an institution. Tara Nath Dahal, Executive Director of Freedom Forum,
suggested that the CIAA not involve in the investigation of small-scale entities.
Stating that the government was intent on curtailing all types of civic rights, Govinda Acharya, President of the
Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ), urged civil society to work together to promote democracy, human rights
and freedom of expression. The participants agreed to prepare a CSO position paper on the two proposed Bills and
submit the same to the National Assembly and the House of Representatives at the earliest possible. Altogether 37
people comprising of civil society leaders, journalists, rights activists, private sector representatives, academia, and
others, participated in the event.
Relevance of OGP during COVID-19 Pandemic and CSO Collaboration Emphasized
The NGO Federation of Nepal (NFN) organized a virtual program on
Open Government Partnership (OGP) on June 11, 2020. The objective
of the program was to familiarize central, provincial and district
committee/chapter members of NFN with the concept of OGP and the
role OGP can play during coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic in
Nepal.
Jit Ram Lama, President of NFN, chaired the program and highlighted
the objectives of the program. A technical session on ‘OGP and Current
COVID-19’ pandemic was facilitated by Tanka Raj Aryal, Senior Law, Policy and Human Rights Advisor at
CS:MAP. The presentation highlighted the concept, principles, standards, mechanisms, structures and values of
OGP and Nepal's status on the progress of adoption of OGP, particularly the need and importance of this concept
during the pandemic.
Arjun Bhattarai, Deputy Secretary General of NFN, said that the three tiers of the government should be extensively
oriented to the concept of OGP, and that extensive lobbying and advocacy was required for the adoption of OGP
by Nepal. Other participants said that the ongoing fight against the COVID-19 pandemic would be more efficient
and effective if the principles of OGP were adopted and implemented in Nepal.

The meeting also prepared some action points and decided that NFN would spearhead advocacy and lobby as a
campaign and develop an action plan for Nepal to acquire the membership and adopt OGP. Similarly, the meeting
also agreed on NFN taking initiative to orient local governments on the concept and principles of OGP, and to
make efforts to get the provisions of OGP incorporated within their working procedures. A total of 36 (7 women)
people representing various civil society organizations participated in the meeting.
Similarly, Freedom Forum organized a workshop on Open Government Partnership (OGP) for stakeholders on June
28, 2020. The objective was to raise CSOs’ concerns and voices on OGP and set the priorities and strategies for
coming days. It also aimed to emphasize the need for a transparent and accountable government during COVID-19
pandemic. It also sought to reshape ongoing OGP community mapping and to connect it with different civil society
leaders and open governance champions to reinforce collective voices.
Key contributors of the workshop spoke about OGP and its rationale, principles, structures and mechanisms, and
practices in general, along with Nepal’s eligibility for and performance on OGP. Similarly, the idea of an open
response and recovery during a pandemic, with government and CSO partnership, was emphasized. Speakers
emphasized how the need for full-fledged execution of the right to information and proactive disclosure of
information had heightened public interest significance during a pandemic. Other speakers stressed on media and
CSO collaboration, open justice, open budget, open government data, open contracting, open parliament, OGP, and
civic space and engagement, among others.
The workshop also identified strategies and pathways for establishing openness in the coming days. Major strategies
were demand-side activism – right to information, follow the budget, expenditure tracking, and the use of social
accountability tools from demand side, highlighting civic engagement as a must for open response to and open
recovery from the pandemic. Assessment of CSO coalition and readiness, building thematic working groups, and
dialogue to align interests were identified as major areas of intervention.
Continuous advocacy was discussed as imperative for expanding civic space, Nepal’s attaining OGP membership,
and replication of OGP in local level governments. Mainstreaming openness requires actions and initiatives that
call for collective and mutual efforts. The need for CSOs and media to advocate for and promote mutual
collaboration among oversight actors to focus on functional Public Accounts Committees within all three tiers of
governments, was highlighted; as was CSO role in technical assistance for, and facilitation of an OGP localization
activity around open budget and open data, and right to information. Altogether 51 (11 women) people participated
in the workshop.
Discussion on CSO Governing Law Reform Process and Issues
Informal Sector Service Center (INSEC) organized a virtual meeting on ‘CSO Governing Law Reform Process and
Issues’ on June 30, 2020. The main objective of the event was to inform stakeholders on the progress of the muchawaited new law - Social Development Act (SDA) - and to raise concerns and issues that need to be addressed by
the draft law.
Jit Ram Lama, Chairperson of NGO Federation of Nepal (NFN), said that the law drafting committee had consulted
and considered inputs from the advocacy-focused ‘minimum position paper on CSO laws’ prepared by NFN. The
‘Ministry of Women, Children, and Senior Citizens’ is planning to a organize consultation meetings with
stakeholders to solicit inputs and finalize the SDA,’ he added.
Govinda Acharya, President of FNJ, said the status of CSOs operation and regulation should be ensured in line with
the constitutional mandates. ‘There should be an independent commission to monitor, regulate and register CSOs.
Such a body should handle grievances related to CSO governance as well,’ he added. Padma Prasad Khatiwada

……

said the annual policy and program of the government had indicated the promulgation of a new law under the
Ministry of Women, Children and Senior Citizens, which can be considered an achievement of CSOs to create an
enabling environment.
Kedar Khadka suggested that CSO leaders become more constructive in their engagement with the government.
He also urged them to initiate steps to make the drafts of CSO-related laws
accessible to stakeholders for review. Participants raised the issues of
registration, renewal, tax-related issues, fine for noncompliance, fund
mobilization, and partnership with the government, among others. Tanka
Raj Aryal, Senior Law, Policy and Human Rights Advisor of CS:MAP,
said that since the law was being drafted as an umbrella law with a onewindow legal approach for CSO registration and operation, it should not
have any provision limiting CSO registration. Aryal urged the participants
to be alert.
Indira Shrestha, Chairperson of INSEC, emphasized that the process of law reform should be transparent and that
voices of CSOs should be heard. Bijay Raj Gautam, Executive Director of INSEC, sharing the objective of the
meeting said the interaction would facilitate CSOs in developing a common understanding and collaborating for
future strategies to create a CSO-friendly legal environment. A total of 31 people (9 women) representing different
CSOs, federations and networks participated in the event.
Additionally, INSEC conducted a virtual meeting with the representatives of CSOs and media on June 21, 2020 in
Dhading district. They interacted on the possible role of CSOs and media in responding to the challenges and
concerns of local development including the COVID-19 crisis. There were 19 participants including four women.
Also, Ramechhap district representatives of INSEC facilitated a virtual interaction on June 25, 2020 to promote the
possible collaboration of journalists and civil society activists in which 11 media and CSOs representatives
participated.
Civil Society and Media Engagement with Government for Effective Public Resource Use and Service
Delivery
Members of LDAG, CA and HEAD Discuss Local-level Planning Process
The Institute of Human Rights and Communication, Nepal (IHRICON) organized a joint virtual discussion on local
level planning process on June 11, 2020. The main objective was to collect information about local level planning
process in Suryabinayak and Changunarayan municipalities in Bhaktapur district.
Members of Listening, Dialogue and Action Group (LDAG), Common Assembly (CA) and district Health,
Education, Agriculture and Disaster Risk Reduction (HEAD) coalition discussed on the issues of participation of
civil society in the local level planning process.
Chaired by Nagendra Sapkota, member of HEAD coalition, Pankaj Raj Devkota, Project Coordinator, made a brief
presentation on seven-step planning process and the role of civil society in local planning process and current status
of local planning in the municipalities.
The meeting also discussed measures to increase active participation of various structures of CS:MAP in the local
level planning process. Discussion was also held on the current situation of LDAG, CA and HEAD coalition during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Members of LDAG, CA and HEAD shared their ideas and experiences about local
planning process and updated on the current situation of their respective municipalities. However, they also spoke
about the difficulty in their meaningful participation in the local planning process due to COVID-19 crisis.

The virtual discussion concluded that the active participation of LDAG, CA and HEAD coalition members in the
local level planning process was necessary to prioritize the development needs of the
people. They agreed that the members will coordinate with their respective local
levels to ensure their involvement in the planning process. They also realized the
increasing need for awakening the local structures and local representatives to
efficiently respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. A total of eight members
participated in the meeting.
Likewise, IHRICON organized a similar meeting with HEAD coalition of Lalitpur
district on June 11, 2020. The objective of the meeting was to discuss CSO
participation in and contribution to the local planning process of Godavari
Municipality and Konjyosom gaunpalika in Lalitpur.
During the meeting, participants shared updates of respective Palikas and said that
they were not involved in the planning process systematically because of COVID-19
crisis. The local governments had given priority to infrastructure development rather than governance and budget
for targeted communities.
The selected local-level programs are primarily related to road construction, and drinking water, among others.
Therefore, the participants agreed to follow up with the local governments by preparing a plan of action and
lobbying with Palikas to listen to the voices and concerns of the marginalized communities. They also agreed to
provide different response plans to the local governments targeting the most vulnerable communities including the
migrant workers.
CSOs Handover Memorandum to Local Governments in Nuwakot
CSOs working in Nuwakot district handed over a 20-point memorandum to all 12 local governments of the district
through email on June 5, 2020. This memorandum was focused on their preparation for COVID-19 response and
planning process at the local level. This initiation was led by Community Development Center (CDC) Nepal. The
memorandum suggested that the local governments make the budget formulation
process more participatory and implement the decisions made in partnership
forum meetings on different dates.
CSOs raised their concerns about agricultural insurance, regular health checkup
in schools and provision of sanitary pads for community schools, and budget
allocation for targeted groups. Similarly, they also raised concern on looking into
self-employment opportunities for returnee migrant workers, market for
agriculture production, and improvement in quarantine centers, among others. CSOs were able to get most of those
issues addressed by the budget speech of the local governments.
International Pride Month Observed
Blue Diamond Society (BDS) and Women Act, in collaboration with other organizations, held a webinar on June
25, 2020, to mark the International Pride Month. Politicians, transgender and gay activists, CEDAW Committee
Member and human rights activists were the panelists of the webinar.
Pinky Gurung, President of BDS, spoke about the history and significance of the Pride Month to promote selfaffirmation, dignity, equality and increased visibility of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI)
community. She highlighted human rights violations, socio-cultural struggles, suffering and experiences of sexual
and gender minorities.

She also explained the increasing economic challenges and difficulties faced by LGBTI community during COVID19 pandemic. Man Kumari GC, Member of the
House of Representatives of the Federal Parliament,
pledged to raise LGBTI rights issues in policy
discussions. Professor Kapil Shrestha – a human
rights activist, said human rights activists lack
knowledge and understanding about LGBTI
community and stressed on the need for public
awareness. He urged civil society to incorporate
LGBTI issues into the broader human rights
movement.
Bandana Rana, Vice Chair, CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women) Committee, spoke about UN human rights mechanism and CEDAW provisions on equality and nondiscrimination. Lex Limbu, Blogger and Youth Gay Activist, called for creating a positive, inclusive environment
to embrace all people regardless of backgrounds, cultures, sexual orientations and gender identities and contributing
to build a better society.
The panelists focused on proper implementation of the constitutional rights and Supreme Court decisions. The event
concluded with a call for expressing solidarity, celebrating diversity, commitment to and actions for acceptance,
respect, dignity, equality, empowerment and opportunity for sexual and gender minorities. Moderated by former
Miss Nepal Malvika Subba, the event was telecast live on news24 television.
Journalists Interact on Women’s Rights Violation
Women Act organized a virtual interaction with journalists with a view
to discuss women’s rights situation during the lockdown and sensitize
journalists to pertinent women’s rights issues and have better media
coverage on the issues from rights-based lens on June 11, 2020.
Agreeing on what Women Act presented on the findings of media
monitoring of women’s rights violation during COVID-19 pandemic,
journalists shared some representative cases of sexual abuse and
violence against women including cases of rape of minor girls, physical violence, beating, burning, and defaming
women, among others.
Journalists also raised the issues of women’s safety and security in quarantines, rising psycho-social problem,
increasing fear of losing livelihood, suicide cases, unwillingness to file cases of violence against women,
discrimination faced by female journalists, lack of effective function of judicial committees, among others. The role
of media in digging up hidden cases to draw the attention of all stakeholders, including quasi-judicial authorities
was emphasized. Altogether, 23 journalists from all seven provinces participated in the interaction.
Live Radio Bahas on COVID-19 and Human Rights Situation Conducted
Information and Human Rights Research Center (IHRC) in collaboration with Krishnasar FM conducted three
episodes of live Radio Bahas (Discussion) on COVID-19 pandemic and human rights situation on June 10, 17, and
24, 2020. The first episode discussed health rights during the pandemic, the second was on the situation of
quarantine and isolation wards in Banke and Bardiya districts, and the third on gender-based violence and domestic
violence.

A large number of audiences benefitted from the discussion as it was aired live on Krishnasar FM which has a wider
listenership, Facebook page, and broadcast on Gurubaba FM of Bardiya. Mohana Ansari, Member of National
Human Rights Commission, Deepa Gautam, Deputy Chair of Badhaiyataal gaunpalika, Surendra Hamal,
Parliament Member of Province 5, Judicial Committee Members, Senior Superintendent of Police, Banke,
Administrative Officers of Duduwa and Badhaiyataal gaunpalikas, lawyers, human rights activists, representatives
of CSOs and community people participated.
Drawing from discussions in the second episode, IHRC also submitted a memorandum to the Chief District Officers
of Banke and Bardiya highlighting the need for improvement of quarantine and isolation facilities from a human
rights perspective. As such, the memorandum demanded safe and hygienic facilities to ensure the basic human
rights of people. Altogether 51 (34 men and 17 women) participated in three episodes of the Radio Bahas.
CSOs’ Advocacy Succeeds in Establishing 200-bed Isolation Wards in Salyan
People suspected of being infected with coronavirus were put in makeshift camps
due to lack of proper isolation wards in Salyan district. Considering the gravity of
the situation, Human Rights Protection and Legal Services (HRPLSC-Nepal)
called a joint meeting of CSOs in the district, discussed on the issue and decided
to draw the attention of the government of Karnali Province.
As decided in the meeting, the issue was raised to the level of Chief Minister of
Karnali Province through the district administration office. The CSOs submitted a
memorandum to the Chief Minister on June 1, 2020 requesting him to set up proper
isolation wards in the district.
Because of the advocacy of CSOs led by HRPLSC-Nepal, Karnali Province has
established a 50-bed isolation ward at Kapurkot gaunpalika, a 100-bed isolation
ward at Sharada Municipality and a 50-bed isolation ward at Bangad-Kupinde Municipality in Salyan.
HEAD Coalitions, CA Meet on Planning Process and Impact of COVID-19
Samudayik Sarathi organized virtual meetings of HEAD Coalitions in Sindhupalchowk and Kavre districts on June
22 and 28, 2020 respectively to discuss planning process and
impact of COVID-19. CSO members said that the local
governments consulted only with the political parties, users’
committees and few stakeholders during the planning process.
They said citizens and local CSOs were not consulted citing
COVID-19 pandemic.
Settlement-level meetings were rarely organized which are the
only platforms where citizens can submit proposals and seek
budgets for development projects, they said. Major chunk of the
budget is likely to be allocated for road construction rather than health and agriculture.
Coalition members also raised the issue of opaqueness in disclosing expenditures made in managing quarantines
and isolation wards. The meeting decided to organize an interaction with representatives of local governments on
their programs and plans so that they could include citizens’ real concerns and needs. A total of 22 CSO
representatives participated in the virtual discussions.

Likewise, Samudayik Sarathi organized CA at Ramchhe-9 of Barhabise Municipality of Sindhupalchowk district
on June 19, 2020 maintaining social distancing requirements. The participants
discussed COVID-19 impact, initiatives of the municipality to respond to the
pandemic and citizen participation in the local level planning process.
Issues such as distribution of fertilizers and seeds to farmers by the
municipality at normal price was discussed in the meeting. This effort was
appreciated by all because these goods were provided to citizens with 50
percent subsidy in price. The meeting also decided to request the municipality
to conduct market monitoring effectively to ensure smooth supply of commodities and close hotels and restaurants
in bazaar area that open even during the lockdown.
The meeting also decided to request the municipality to publish public notice about the local-level planning process
so that citizens can express their needs and priorities through social media and telephone on the allocation of budget
and programs. The meeting also decided to handover a memorandum to the municipality to ensure participation of
people in settlement-level planning workshops in the best possible way, considering the ongoing lockdown.
Capacity Building of CSOs and Media
CS:MAP Trains CSO Leaders in Fundraising
CS:MAP conducted a two-day training in ‘Fundraising for CSOs’ on June 29-30, 2020 virtually. The training aimed
to strengthen the fundraising capacity of CSOs to support their funding diversification efforts and explore funding
avenues in the national and global context.
The training covered the areas of sustainability, exploring and
developing organizational niche, sharing effective practices in
fundraising with the government and international funding among CSOs
along with opportunities to work with the government and international
donors.
USAID Agreement Officer’s Representative (AOR) for CS:MAP –
Bishwas Rana, and Alternate AOR - Sumitra Manandhar spoke about
the current funding scenario and strategies to be adopted by CSOs on
funding diversification efforts. CSOs agreed on the following takeaways: review and analyze the Sustainability
Rapid Assessment Tool and determine their sustainability status; increase access to crowd funding to promote
funding diversification; use niche identification tool and incorporate learning into funding diversification and
resource mobilization efforts. A total of 30 representatives from 14 CSOs participated in the training.
Activists of Sexual and Gender Minority and Women’s Human Rights Trained
Women Act and Blue Diamond Society (BDS) virtually organized a
capacity building training for CSOs working to promote gender
equality and human rights of women and sexual and gender minorities
on June 26-28, 2020. The training aimed at enhancing the knowledge
and understanding of human rights organizations on gender equality,
intersectionality, gender identity and sexuality, constitutional
provisions and national and international frameworks on human rights
of women and sexual and gender minorities.

The training also intended to increase the participants’ understanding of human rights issues that women and sexual
and gender minorities face and enable them to identify and respond to human rights violation, violence and
discrimination and effectively engage in promoting human rights of women and sexual and gender minorities.
The three-day training had two segments. The training made cisgender people to reflect on their own biases towards
sexual and gender minorities and vow to act for advancing human rights of gender nonconforming people.
Altogether 45 people took part in the training.
CSOs Sensitized to Promote and Protect Human Rights of Women and LGBTI
Women Act organized a virtual sensitization program for municipality and district-level CSOs of Gauriganga
Municipality, Kailali district on June 23, 2020 to sensitize them to the situation of women and LGBTI human rights
during COVID-19 pandemic so as to encourage CSOs for collaborative advocacy to protect women and LGBTI
rights in the unusual circumstances.
Participants highlighted the cases of women and LGBTI human rights violation in the region during the lockdown
clamped with rising cases of coronavirus infection.
They discussed on the challenges for social activists to respond to
violence cases due to the fear of COVID-19 infection, in the absence
of safety measures and reluctance of the police to file case.
They cited a recent incident during the lockdown where police refused
to register an alleged gang-rape case in quarantine in Lamki-Chuha
Municipality-1, in Kailali. Moreover, they also discussed about the
risks associated with negligence to maintain social distancing and
other safety and security measures in quarantines. They emphasized
on the need to strengthen CSO monitoring and advocacy to hold the government accountable to protecting the rights
of women and LGBTI, both in quarantines, and their households. Altogether 26 people participated in the program.
Editorial Team
Prem Raj Ojha, Deputy Chief of Party, CS:MAP, FHI 360 Nepal
Nirmal Rijal, Ph.D., Media Director, CS:MAP, Equal Access International
Ram Sharan Sedhai, Development Communication Manager, CS:MAP, FHI 360 Nepal
This newsletter is made possible by the support of the American People through the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). The contents of this newsletter are the sole responsibility of FHI 360 and do not necessarily reflect
the views of USAID or the United States Government.

For Further Information Contact:
Civil Society: Mutual Accountability Project (CS:MAP) | FHI 360 Nepal
GPO Box 8830, Gopal Bhawan, Anamika Galli, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 977.1.4437173 | Fax: 977.1.4117475
Web: https://www.fhi360.org/countries/nepal

