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*CS:MAP Working Areas:
USAID’s Country Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) Districts: Kapilvastu, Palpa, Arghakanchi, Gulmi, Dang,
Salyan, Pyuthan, Rukum, Rolpa, Banke, Bardiya, Surkhet, Dailekh, Jajarkot, Kailali, Doti, Achham, Kanchanpur, Dadeldhura, and Baitadi
Earthquake-affected Districts: Okhaldhunga, Ramechhap, Dolakha, Sindhuli, Sindhupalchowk, Kavrepalanchowk, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur, Bhaktapur, Nuwakot, Rasuwa, Dhading, Gorkha, and Makwanpur
Local Governments: Amargadhi, Badhaiyatal, Banfikot, Bannigadhi Jaygadh, Barhabise, Bheri, Bheriganga, Bhotekoshi, Bijaynagar,
Birendranagar, Budhanilkantha, Changunarayan, Chhatradev, Chhatreshwari, Chhedagad, Chisankhugadhi, Dashrath Chand, Dipayal
Silgadhi, Duduwa, Fikkal, Gauriganga, Ghorahi, Godawari, Golanjor, Gorkha, Gulmidarbar, Guransh, Isma, Kageshori Manohara,
Kalika, Kapurkot, Khadadevi, KI Singh, Konjyosom, Krishnapur, Lekbesi, Likhu, Likhu Tamakoshi, Manahari, Megyang, Molung, Narayan,
Naubaini, Neelkantha, Panauti, Roshi, Sandhikharka, Sanfebagar, Shahid Lakhan, Shailung, Saruma Rani, Siddhalek, Suryabinayak,
Tamakoshi, Tinau, Tribeni, Triveni and Uttargaya

Significant efforts in COVID-19 response
The nationwide lockdown that began on March 24, 2020 in Nepal to deal with COVID-19 has limited the
delivery of many essential services throughout the country. While the government continues various measures
to prevent and control COVID-19, there are ongoing parallel efforts initiated by various groups towards
facilitating such services. CS:MAP has been documenting some of the exemplary efforts by various stakeholders
in this crisis situation.
District Level Coalitions/Networks
1. District level coalition/network in Ramechhap has started to collect information on government’s COVID-19
response and sharing it to National Human Right Commission, Kathmandu and to other stakeholders
and media in the district. Human Rights Awareness and Development Center (HURADEC) has also been
nominated in the district level human rights monitoring committee formulated to monitor government’s
response of COVID-19 and other human rights issues in the district.
2. In Nuwakot, the district level coalition members have started a radio program ‘Nuwakot Update” from
March 27, 2020 that is broadcasted through 7 local FMs. The daily program focuses on the situation
update of COVID-19, related information regarding government’s response and interviews with concerned
stakeholders.
3. Civil society champions and coalition leaders in most districts are
coordinating with their local governments, District Administration
Offices, District Coordination Committee to a collaborative efforts
to deal with COVID-19. In Nuwakot, a civil society champion has
coordinated with the government to distribute relief packages to 28
laborers that were unable to go back home but were also not eligible
for relief from the local governments. Similarly, in Dhading, the district
coalition conducts regular health check-up, checks availability of food,
internet facilities and other necessities of individuals in quarantine and
isolation. In Nayaran municipality, Dailekh as well as in Nilkantha and
Siddhalekh municipality, the Common Assembly (CA), a ward-level
civic engagement platform, is collecting information on the number
of impoverished households, and number of migrant returnees for the
local government.
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs)
1. Civil society organizations in Kanchanpur released a joint statement and submitted to stakeholders and local
governments demanding fair distribution of relief materials, smooth supply of foods and other essentials,
raise public awareness, investigation of corruption
in Mahakali hospital in instrument’s purchase. CSOs
convened a meeting with the chair of NGO Federation
of Nepal, Kanchanpur and agreed to establish a joint
relief fund and contribute to raise public awareness.
2. Dissatisfied with the government’s response to
COVID-19, IHRC in coordination with civil society
leaders in Banke and Bardiya, have filed a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) at the High Court, Tulsipur,
Dang. The PIL demands that the government should
implement effective programs facilitating health
services, information and surveillance in the two
districts.

3. National Network on Right to Information submitted a memorandum to the Office of the Prime Minister
and Council of Ministers (OPMCM) on April 10, 2020 on ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic, and importance
and ways of ensuring peoples fundamental right to information. The memorandum suggests establishing
one-door information dissemination mechanism, use of different technology including the new media and
community radios, toll free numbers, notice boards for information dissemination, publication of data relating
to relief, quarantine etc. Likewise, members of the network have pledged their support and collaboration to
the government in responding to the COVID-19. Simultaneously, memorandums were also submitted by the
organization to the Sudurpashchim province and Kailali district on the same date.
4. A civil society-led monitoring committee has been formed in Arghakhanchi with representatives of district
chapters of Nepal Bar Association, Federation of Nepali Journalists and NGO Federation of Nepal to
monitor relief distribution and compiling data of returnees in the district jointly with local governments.
5. District level civil society network in Arghakhanchi drew the attention of local governments to distribute
relief materials on time to the affected population in the district.The network also distributed surgical masks
and soaps in areas within Sandhikharka municipality to fight COVID-19 pandemic.
Media
1. CS:MAP trained civil society activist and journalist has been educating
and imparting messages to the public by bringing policymakers,
elected leaders, authorities and the citizens together through social
media and ICT tools in Gorkha since the begining of lockdown. Mohsin
Miya, also the district coordinator of CS:MAP in Gorkha utilized his
knowledge gained from new media workshop and leadership trainings
and started a live discourse program on Facebook from March 25,
2020. He interviewed prominent personalities during this period
including former Prime Minister Dr. Baburam Bhattarai, Minister for
Infrastructure and Development of Gandaki Province Ram Sharan
Basnet, and Chief Minister of Gandaki Province Prithvi Subba Gurung.
This live Facebook program helped both the local authorities and the
citizens to interact with each other and solved many problems of relief
distribution to the labors, COVID-19 diagnosis of the returnees from India and a provision of compulsory
quarantine for every foreign returnee in Gorkha. Until now, the cumulative viewership of his program has
reached more than 100,000.
2. CS:MAP’s capacity building intervention on public interest reporting (PIR) to the journalists has reflected in
covering news about the COVID-19. The PIR fellows have recently covered COVID-19 issues faced by the
nations and citizenswhich are mainly related to awareness measures adopted by the local level governments,
supply chain of food and relief package introduced by governments and others in different levels. Similarly,
precautions about coronavirus, using mask, hand wash, sanitizer and most importantly rules of staying
quarantine and isolation are covered by stories. Besides, PIR fellows also develop many stories about the
government expenses, transparency and accountability measures taken by the government in COVID-19.
3. Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ) urged the national media houses to stop the provision of forced
unpaid leave to the journalists and release pending salary and other benefits without delay. During a meeting
held in Kathamndu, FNJ chairperson and working committee members discussed the COVID-19 impacts on
journalists and their safety. FNJ later formed a monitoring committee in the lead of FNJ secretary general
to monitor the journalists’ situation about the salary, safety and wellbeing and explore legal options.
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